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fy Both houses of congress adjourned on Mon- 
day last, leaving, as usual, a large portion of busi- 
ness unfinished. We have endeavored to crowd 
into the present sheet all that was done in the last 
week of the session, but have been reluctantly 
compelled to postpone a portion until our next. 
We have, however, published a list of the acts pass- 
ed, to which our readers are referred. 

Most sincerely do we rejoice that the session has 
closed, and our readers will rejoice with us—for we 
will now be enabled, instead of the dry details of 
legislation, to furnish them with useful and agreea- 
ble articles, and impart the usual variety to our 
pages, 

BANKS, CURRENCY, &c. The subjoined summa- 
ry statement of the condition of the Baltimore banks 
istaken from the authorized monthly statement (for 
July) prepared in conformity to a law of the last 
Jegislature. 

A zgregate circulation of the 12 banks 

in Baltimore, : - - $2,159.747, 88 
Specie, . - - - - 1,140,885 50 
Loans and discounts, - - 12,725,460 21 
Deposites, including $971,360 94 by 

the treasurer of Maryland, - 
Due to other banks, - : 3,383,962 43 
Due from other banks, - - 3,358,234 59 


From the New York Courier, July 11. 

The depression which has existed in the stock 
market for the last few days, continties to increase, 
and transactions yesterday were generally effected 
at prices showing a iurther decline. The cause of 
the present depression in stocks may be attributed 
to the fact that a very large amount of stocks on 
which advances have been made by the United 
States Bank, may be expected to be thrown into 
the market, in the event of a general resumption 
of specie payments taking place at Philadelphia, 
and the curtailment of money accommodations which 
would no doubt follow such resumption. No ma- 
terial change in the price of United States Bank 
stock has taken place. 

The Philadelphia U. S. Gazette of Thursday has | 
the toilowing: 

Meeting of the banks, Ata meeting of the asso- 
ciated banks of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
held on Wednesday evening, 11th inst., Dr. Dunlap, 
from the cominittee agpeneted to recommend proper 
measures for the early and general resumption of 
specie payinents, presented a report, which, with 
the following resolutions, was adopted by the board, 
viz: 

Resolved, That the banks of Boston, Providence, 
Baltimore and Richmond, and such others as the time 
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adinit ot, be invited to meet the banks of Philadel- 
phia in convention in this city, on Monday, the 234 | 
stant, to consult upon the measures to be adopted | 
for an early and simultaneous resuinption of specie | 
payments 

Resolved, That the committee be instructed to 
contnunicate this resolution to the banks in question, 
aid to make the necessary arrangements for the meet- 
lng of the convention. 

it was also resolved, That it he recommended to 
the several banks of the city and districts, to appoint 
one or inore delegates to represent them in this con- 
vention, 

The association then adjourned sine die. 


Pope: last page we have published the proclama- 
the ‘ dpe Ritner of Pennsylvania. requiring 
ao u hen that state to resume specie payments in 
a 0 the 13th of August next. It has diffused 

wh joy through that community, as will be seen 


by the following paragraphs: 


en From the U. S. Gazette, July 13. 
e. 2vernor’s proclamation. In another part of this 

ers Will be found a proclamation from governor 
wean the subject of the banks of this common- 
of an s resuming specie payments on the thirleenth 
pebrieties next. The document is an able and 
nee '¢ production; one that will be received with 
J°y by our citizens generally. 


From the Philadelphia Inquirer, July 13. 
nal cea gave place toa public docament with 
oes P easure than the following. It will, we ven- 
Seas predict, be received with a burst of enthu- 
vids pbprobation, not only throughout Pennsyl- 
» but fromm one section of the country to the 





ther. Ik és the first 
execulive message of a decided 
Vor. LIV.—Sic. 20, ° ji 


and unequivocal tone, in favor of an early resumption 
of specie payments, that has been issued since the 
suspension. Governor Ritner has, in this matter, 
taken the lead, and the people of Pennsylvania will 
honor him for it. His proclamation could not 
have appeared at a more opportune moment. 


The Pennsylvanian, commenting on tbe procla- 
mation, says: “The proclamation is, in fact, a 
elorious victory te the democracy of Pennsylvania. 
The forces of irredeeimable federalism and anti-ma- 
sonry are compelled to abandon the ground they 
have occupied for more than a year. Their rag 
banner is struck!” 


The Philadelphia U. S. Gazette of yesterday has 
the following paragraph: 


Banks. We understand that the banks of the 
city have agreed to settle all balances between 
themselves on the first of August; and after that 
time, no interest will be paid or received by any 
of them, for balances due by one to the other. 

The Pennsylvania United States Bank no longer 
issues the bills of the old United States Bank, but 
her own, { Philad. Herald. 


From the N. Y. Express, July 13. Since the ad- 
journment of congress, and the consequent certainty 
that that body can do no more mischief, the spirit and 
commercial feeling of business men begin to re- 
cover: and were it not for the oppressive hot weather 
and the general langour attendant on a heat of 90 
degrees and upwards, we have no doubt there would 
be quite arevival. As itis, the three banking in- 
stitutions that we have alluded to below are rapidly 
advancing. To these three may be added the branch 
of the United States bank, making a fourth, and 
which will probably be in operation quite as soon 
as the others. ‘The following are the particulars of 
the various institutions: 

First. There is the great establishment which it 
is intended to increase some 30 or 40 millions. It 
has two millions already subscribed, and will com- 
mence operations with this sum, and then enlarge. 

The second is the Mechanics’ association. ‘This 
company will probably be organized first. The di- 
rectors, twenty-one in number, are already chosen, 
stock subscribed, and every thing is in a fair way of 
coinmencing. 

The third is an association of dry goods merchants 
and grocers, together with large capitalists. The 
trustees are already chosen. 

The fourth is the United States branch, which will, 
we learn, be under the principal control of Morris 
Robinson, a gentleman who probably combines a 
greater degree of confidence and banking experience, 
than that of any other individual. 

This is packet day. The rate of exchange is 
fixed at 108 1-2 on London. This is a shade lower 
than by the last packet. No alteration on France. 
The ainount of business done was quite limited. 


Statement of the Bank of England up to May 29. 
Liabilities. Assets. 
Circulation £19,018,000 Securities £ 22,648,000 
Deposite 10,786,000 Bullion 9,806,000 








29,804,000 


32,454,000 


LATE FROM EvROPE. The packet ship Sully, 
at New York, brings Paris dates to the Ist, and 
Havre to the 2d, June, both inclusive. 

A line of steam packets between Havre and 
New York is spoken of in the Havre papers. 

Ex-governor Tacon had arrived at Boadeaux 
from Havana. 

It is in contemplation to construct a rail road 
from Paris to the Belgian frontier. 

Hay tien commissioners were received with atten- 
tion at Paris. A dinner was given them on the 
29th of May, by M. Dutrone, one of the founders of 
the french abolition society, at which were present 
Messrs. Passy, Odillon Barrot, Las Casas, Remn- 
sat, and other distinguished politicians. Among the 
decorations of the room were the national flag of 
Hayti, and the portraits of Boyer and Petion. The 
cummisioners returned thanks for the honors paid 
them, in language says the constitutional, equally 
dignified and patriotic. 

The emperor of Russia had arrived at Berlin, and 


bestowed promotion on Colonel the prince of 


Orange, raising him to the rank of general in the 
Russian service. : 





LRAT STI Ta 


A fine steamboat is now plying regularly between 
Havre and St. Petersbugh, touching at Copenha- 
gen. She commenced her trips on the Ist June. 
The passage is made in 5 or 6 days, so that a tra- 
veller may leave Paris on Monday, and on the next 
Monday be in the capital of Russia. 

The Paris papers mention considerable move- 
ments of troops to the northern frontier, where 
much dissatisfaction appears to exist in portions of 
the duchy of Luxemburg—those portions which it 
is supposed wiil be assigned to Holiand. The tri- 
colored flag has been raised in several villages, and 
the Prussian troops are said to have interposed. 

The government steamer Pheaton arrived at 
Havre on the Ist of June, there to await the orders 
of marshal Soult. It was to convey the marshal 
and his suite to London to attend the coronation. 





CANADA FRONTIER. From the Globe of Friday 
night. The humane and judicious arrangement 
made by the government with the chiefs and head- 
men of the Cherokee nation, and the prudent, 
prompt, and energetic measures of general Scott 
having secured the peaceful execution of the treaty, 
and the quiet removal of the Indians to their new 
homes in the west, two regiments of artillery have 
been ordered north, to be stationed on the Canada 
frontier; which, together with the new regiment 
now organizing under colonel Worth, who has al- 
ready passed on to Sackett’s Harbor, will, it is 
hoped, prove sufficient effectually to aid the well- 
disposed inhabitants of the border to maintain the 
peace of the country. 


The Quebec Gazette of the 6th inst. contains a 
proclamation issued by lord Durham on the 3d, revo- 
king the proclamation issued by lord Gosford, 
in which rewards were offered for the apprehension 
of Messrs. Papineau, Biown and others, their ap- 
prehension being no longer requisite for the ends of 
justice. 

His lordship has also organized a court of appeals, 
the meinbers of which are Mr. Sewell, chief justice, 
of Quebec, Mr. chief justice Reid, of Montreal, 
Messrs. justices Panet, Rolland and Vallieres de St. 
Real, and Mr. Arthur Buller, barrister at law; these 
gentlemen having been added to the executive coun- 
cil for the purpose. 

Lord Durham was to hold a levee at Montreal on 
Monday. The court of king’s bench at Quebec has 
awarded $100 damages to Dr. O’Callaghan, for a 
public horse whipping inflicted by the hands of a 
Mr. Doyle. 

GENERAL WooL, accompanied by major Gra- 
ham, of the United States army, J. E. Johnson, 
engineer, and general James Irish, of Gorham, ar- 
rived in this city on Friday; and we understand 
they are to leave to-morrow morning for Moose 
Head lake, where it is expected one or more sites 
for military posts will be selected. Thence they 
will go down the St. Croix, and perhaps the Penob- 
scot, where other sites will be selected for the same 
purpose, if judged necessary. The posts, we fur- 
ther learn, are to be immediately established. 

[Bangor Whig. 

Matne. The following isthe reply of Mr. Fair- 
field to the letter of the committee appointed by 
the democratic state convention to inform him of 
his nomination for the office of governor: 

Washington, June 27, 1838. 


Gentlemen : By your letter received this day, I 
am informed that, at a convention of democratic 
republicans assembled at Augusta, on the 20th 
instant, | was unanimously nominated as a candi- 
date forthe office of goveror of Maine. For this 
mark of the favorable regard of those with whom 
it has been my honor as well as pleasure to be po- 
litically associated, I feel grateful; and whatever 
mav have been my views and wishes upon this 
subject, heretofore so often expressed to m 
friends, I do not, under all the cicumstances of this 
nomination, feel at liberty to decline it. 

Accept, gentlemen, for yourselves personally, 
and for those whose organ upon this occasion you 
are, the profound respect and esteem of 

Your obedient servant, 
JouNn FAtrFIELD. 

Messrs. Albert Smith, Levi J. Ham, Amos 
Nourse, M. L. Hill, Ed. S. Jarvis, Committee. 
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LIST OF ACTS, 
Passed at the 2d session of the 25ih congress, begun 


on the 9th day of July, 1838. 


To change the times of holding the circuit courts 
of the United Siates in the 7th circuit. 


To amend an act entitled “An act forthe appoint- | part of Wisconsin territory west of the river Mis- 
ment of commissioners to adjust the claims to re- | sissippi. | 


servatious of land under the 14th article of the trea- 
ty of 1830 with the Choctaw Indians.” 

To prevent the abatement of suits and actions 
now pending, in which the late Bank of the United 
States may be a party. 

To abolish the circuit court of Huntsville, in the 
state of Alabaina, and for other purposes. 

Supplementary to the act entitled “An act con- 
cerning the District of Columbia.” 

To re-orgonize the district courts of the United 
States in the state of Mississippi. 

To divide the territory of Wisconsin, and to estab- 
lish the territorial government of Lowa. 

To continue the corporate existence of the banks 
in the District of Coluw bia. 

‘To authorize the secretary of the treasury to cor- 
rect a mistake in relation to the paymentof money 
into the treasury awarded to Fortesque Whittle, 
under the late treaty with France. 

‘To grant a quantity of land to the territory of 
Wisconsin for the purpose of aiding in opening a 
canal to connect the waters of Lake Michigan with 
those of Rock river. 

To provide tor the better security of the lives of 
passengers on steamboats. 

To remit the duties upon certain goods destroyed 
by fire at the late conflagration in the city of New 
York. 

Making appropriations for certain roads in the 
territory of Wisconsin. 

To restrain the circulation of small notes asa cur- 
rency in the District of Columbia, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Granting half-pay to certain widows. 

To establish a criminal court in the District of 
Columbia. 

To coufirm certain entries of public lands, per 
miited to be nade by the registers and receivers of | 
land districts, under the belief that the tract had 
been olfered at public sale. 

To establish a new collection district in the state 
of Mississippi. 

To refund to the Georgia Railroad and Banking 
Company certain duties paid upon railroad iron, 

To refund certain duties upon railroad iron, paid 
by the New York and Harlein Railroad Company. 

To prevent the issuing and circulation of the 
bills, notes, and other securities of corporations 
created by acts of congress which have expired. 

To remit or refund duties to the Baltimore and 
Susquehannah Railroad Company upon certain iin- 








portations of iron made by therm for the use of their ‘loosa, in the state of Alabama. 


railroad. 


Torefund to the Newcastle and Frenchtown Turn- | Florida, incorporating the Florida Peninsula rail- 
pike and Railroad Company certain duties paid by | road and steamboat company, and granting the right 
them upon iron imported for the construction of | of way to said company through the public lands, 


their railroad. 

To encourage the introduction and promote the 
cultivation of tropical plants in the United States. 

To grant to Cherokee county, Ala., the tract of 
land on ‘vbich the seat of justice of said county has 
been located. 

To change the time of holding the United States 
circuit court in the district of Maryland. 

To authorize the sale of certain bonds belonging 
to the United States. 

To establish additional land offices in the states 
of Louisiana and Arkansas. 

To authorize vessels bound for the ports of Mexi- 


co, and prevented from completing their voyages, | territory of Florida. 


in consequence of the existing blockade of those 


ports, to enter and store their cargoes in the ports , tary land warrants, and returning surveys thereon 


of the United States. 
To repeal, in part, the act entitled “An act to 


provide for the safe-keeping of the acts, records, | tinue others. 


and seal of the United States, and for other pur- 
poses.” 

To extend the charter of the Bank of Alexan- 
dria, in the city of Alexandria. 

To authorize the issue of patents to the last bona 
fide transferee of reservations under the treaty be- 
tween the United States and the Creek tribe of 
Indians, which was concluded on the 24th of 
March, 1831. 

Exempting from duty the coal which may be on 
board of steamboats or vessels a tne by steam 
on their arrival at any port in the United States. 

To grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the 
public lands. 

To ascertain and designate the boundary line be- 
tween the state of Michigan and the territory of 
Wisconsin. 


| to cause the public vessels to cruize upon the coast 

j . ed iz é . y * i. 

on the first Monday in December, 1837, and ended poe winter season, and to relieve distressed navi 
.? . 


in Wisconsin te:ritory. 


the usefulness of inventions to improve and reuder 
safe the boilers of steain engines against explosions. 


Insurance company. 
fice to issue a patent to James Smith. 


io cause the southern boundary line of the territory 
of Wisconsin to be ascertamned and marked. 


great raft of Red river. 


horses and other property lost in the military ser- 
vice of the United States. 


beacon-lights, buoys, and making surveys for the 
year 1838. 

war to establish a pension agency in the town of 
Decatur, in the state of Alabama, and to provide 
for the payment of certain pensioners in the said 
town of Decatur. 


the deposite act of the 23d of June, 1836. 


July 5, 1838. 


jthe fulfilling treaty stipulations with the various 


iiny of the United States for 1838, and for other 


| 
} 





} 
} 


| 





| 








increase the present military establishment of the 


To authorize the president of the United States 


To create the office of surveyor of public lands 





To establish two additional land offices in that 


To ratify and confirm certain official acts of John 


Pope, late povernor of Arkansas. 


Authorizing the appointment of persons to test 


To amend and extend the cbarterof the Franklin 
To authorize the commissioner of the patent of- 


To authorize the president of the United States 


Making appropriation for the removal of the 


To continue in force the act for the payment of 
Making appropriations for building light boats, 


To amend an act authorizing the secretary of 


To modify the last clause of the fifth section of 
Supplementary to the act entitled “An act to 
United States, and for other purposes; approved 


Supplementary to the act entitled “An act an- 
thorizing the appointment of persons to test the 
usefulness of inventions to improve aud render safe 
ihe boilers of steam engines against explosions;”’ 
approved June 28, 1838. 

Authorizing the printing of the Madison papers. 

Making appropriations for certain fortifications 
of the United States for the year 1838. 

Making appropriations for the eurrent and con- 
tingent expenses of the Indian department, and for 


[ndian tribes for the year 1838. 

To provide for certain harbors, and for the re- 
moval of obstructions in and at the mouths of cer- 
tain rivers, and for other purposes, during the year 
1833. 

To provide for the support of the military acade- 


purposes. 
To provide for paying certain pensions at Tusea- 


‘To confirm the act of the legislative council of 


and for other purposes. : 

To establish a new judicial district in the terri- 
tory of Florida. 

Making appropriation for the compilation of the 
laws of Florida. 

To increase and regulate the terms of the circuit 
district courts for the northern district of the state 
of New York. 

For the erection of a court-house in Alexandria, 
in the District of Columbia. 

To re-organize the legislative council of Florida, 
and for other purposes. 

Making appropriations for certain roads in the 


To extend the time for locating Virginia mili- 


to the general Jand office. 
l'o establish certain post routes and to discon- 


To provide for the settlement of the claim of the 
state of New York for the services of her tilitia. 


To authorize the sale of certain public lands of 


the United States near the Wabash and Erie canal, 
in Ohio. 

To change the time of holding the spring term 
of the circuit court of the United States for the 
eastern district of Virginia, and of the district court 
of the United States for the western district of Vir- 
ginia, directed by law to be held in Richmond. 
~ To restore circuit jurisdiction to the district 
courts of the western district of Virginia. 

Making an appropriation for the protection of 
the northern frontier of the United States. 

To require the judge of the district court of East 
and West Tennessee to hold a court at Jackson, in 





<=. 
To secure the payment of certain COMMissijoy 
on duty bonds to the collectors of the customs. » 
Making a partial appropriation for the suppre 
sion of Indian hostilities for 1836. _— 
Supplementary to an act entitled “An act in aq 
dition to the act for the punishment of certain 


crimes against the United States, and to repeal the 
acts therein mentioned,” approved 20th April, 18] 


To direct the transfer of money remaining yy 
claimed by certain pensioners, and authoriziny the 
payment of the same at the treasury of the United 
States. 

Making appropriations for preventing and sup. 
pressing Indian hostilities for the year 1838, and for 
arrearages for the year 1837 

To carry into effect an act approved the 12th da 
of Octcber last, “To authorize the issuing of treg. 
sury notes.” 

_ Making an appropriation for completing the pub. 
lic buildings in Wisconsin. ' 

Making an appropriation for the support of the 
ariny for 1838. 

In relation to the orphans’ court of the county of 
Alexandria, in the District of Columbia. 

To extend the charter of the Union Bank of 
G-orgetown, in the District of Columbia. 
Resolution in favor of the authorities of the city 
of Savannah, in Georgia. : 
Resolution authorizing the commissioner of pub. 
lic buildings to remove the walls of the burnt post 
office building. 

Making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of government for 1838. 

Making appropriations for the naval service for 
1838. 

Making appropriations for revolutionary and 
other pensioners of the United States for the year 
1838. 

Making appropriations for the Cumberland road 
in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 

To continue in foree an act therein mentioned 
relating to the port of Baltimore. 

To provide for the payment of the annnities 
which will become due and payebie to the Great 
and Little Osages in the year 1838, and for other 
purposes. 

To repeal certain provisoes of “ An act to aller 
and amend the several acts imposing duties on in: 
ports,” approved the 14th July, 1832. 

To amend the act for quieting possessions, en- 
rolling conveyances, and securing the estates of 
purchasers within the District of Columbia, passed 
May 31, 1882. 

For the benefit of Calvert county, Md. 

For the relief of the legal representatives of Pa. 
trick Gibboney. 

For the relief of the heirs of Wm. Coggswell. 

Concerning a seminary of learning in the term 
to of Wisconsin. 

Authorizing the commissioner of the patent 
office to issue patents to Angier March Perkins 
and to John Howard Kyan. 

Directing the postmaster general to settle the 
claim of Hard & Longstreet. 

For the relief of the legal representatives of 
Henry Fisher, deceased; of Mary A. Patrick. 

To authorize Chas. Day, of Macon, and James 
R. Butts, of Columbns, in the State of Georgia, 
and W. W. Fry, of Mobile, Alabama, to impet 
free of duties three iron steamboats, suited to the 
navigation of rivers. 

To revive, with amendments, an act to incorpo 
rate the medical society of the District of Columbia. 
| Forthe relief of Richard Cravat, Hardy Perry, 
and Beley Cheney. 

For the benefit of the widows of certain revoll: 
tionary officers and soldiers. 

For the relief of Daniel T. Patterson; of M. 
Gelston, executor of David Gelston; of the childret 
and heirs of lient. colonel Henry Irwin, decease’ 
of the heirs at law of Joshua Fanning, deceased; 
of the legal representatives of capt. Charles Snead; 
of the legal representatives of John B. Ashe; ol 
the heirs of Deborah Gannett, a soldier of the te 
volution; of John McClellan; of the legal repre 
sentatives of Sawney York, deceased. 

Granting a pension to James M. Edwards. 

For the relief of James H. Bradford. 

For the benefit of Tandy Walker. 

For the relief of Joseph Prescott. 

For the settlement of the accounts of Richard 
Harrison, late consular agent of the United States 
in Spain. f 

Granting a pension to Sarah Barney, widow ° 
Samuel Barney, late of Connecticut. 

For the relief of James Boyd; of Thomas Frazet. 

Granting a pension to John M. Jewell. 

For the relief of John Jost. Deitz, of New York 
of Lewis Hatch; of Sarah Pemberton; of Joseph 
Salmonds; of Noah Chittenden; of William Collins 





said state. 


of Nicholas Verplast. 
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Granting a persion to Phebe Champe, of Frank- 
lin county, Ohio. } 

For the relief of Aaron Tucker; of the heirs of 
Win. B. Bunting. 

For the reliet of the legal representatives of Doc- 
tor Win. Johonuot, deceased. 

For the relief of the heirs of lieutenant colonel 
Richard Campbell. 


James Witherall; of the legal representatives of 


Henry Morfit, deceased ; of the beirs of major Peter 
Helphenstein. 

Granting a pension to David Gilmore ; of captain 
Samuel Warren; of Michael Cassel ; of John Spit- 
fathom; of the heirs of lieutenant Win. Russwurin, 
deceased ; of Philip Reviere and his legal represen- 
tatives; of the heirs of Dr. Thoinas Carter, deceas- 


Directing the commissioner of public lands toas- | ed; of the legal representatives of Daniel Duval. 


certain the quantity ot land covered by grants made 
to Anthony Shane and Louis Godtrey, in section 
16, townsiitp 4 south, range 2 east, in Lima land 
district, Ohio, and its value. 

To amend an act entitled “An act for the relief 
of Rapdael Pane and Elias Arnold;” of J. A Flem- 
ing; of James Barrett; of the legal representatives 
of Fimothy Feely, deceased, late a lieutenant in the 
aru y of the revolution; of Crawford Johnson; of 
the legal representatives of Win. Hooker Sinith, de- 
ceased; of the children and heirs at Jaw of John’ 
Chiltoa, deceased. 

To authorize tie payment of the seven years’ 
half pay due on account of the revolutionary servi. | 
ces of Thomas H. Boyles, deceased. 

For the relief of the administrator of Wharton 
Qiarl-s, deceased; of Jonu A. Peterson, executor 





of the last will and testament of John A. Peterson, 
deceased 3 of A. Quertier & Aibert, of New Or- | 
leans; of Richard Frisby; of Samuel Potter and | 
Jams Cassidey, of Wilinington, N. C. 

Cediaz tothe state of Qnio the interest of the 
United States in a certain road within that state. 

For tie relief of Gratia Rav; of Benjamin B. 
Dowa; of Benjarmn Durfee; of Jaines Sayre; of | 
Wiliiain A. Whitehead. 

To anthorize the payinent of the seven years’ half | 
pay due on account of the revolutionary services of 
John McClelland, deceased. 

For the relief of the legal representatives of Dan- | 
iel Williams, deceased ; of the representatives of 
colonel Anthony Watsen White ; of Isaac Gale ; of 
Oiiver Dorsett. 

To authorize the coinmissioner of pensions to 
canse the unpaid pension of captain Robert Laird, 
of the state of Georgia, to be paid to his executor. 

For the relief ot Letitia Crane. 

Granting a pension to Coffin Sanborn; of Moses 
Eldred, 

To authorize William Delesdernier to draw the | 
arrearages of pension due the late Lewis F. Deles- 
dernier at the time of bis death. 

Granting a pension to Daniel H. Crockett. 

For the relief! of Miller Francis ; of Henry Bar- 
ton; of Henry Chandler; of Ciarles Vattier. 

To amend the act entitled «An act for the relief 
of Jaines Steele,” approved 28th June, 1856. 

To extend the time for seliing the land granted 
to the Kentucky Asylum for teaching the deaf and 
dumb. 

For the relief of Joseph Neibert ; of Samuel Mil- | 
ligan; of John Hollinssworth; of Win. James | 
Aarons; of Wm. Walker; of Jcel Chandler; of} 
Janes A. Williams; of Abrahain Woodall; of Neil | 
meNeil; of Ainos Thonpson; of Solomon Ketch- | 
ain; of Anna West; of Simeon Smith; of Frede- 
rick Hill; of Christopher Dennison; of Josiah 











of Daniel Rardon; of Charles Coffin: of Seth Whit- | 
ney; of Catharine Rollins, alias C. Mosely; of! 
Priinus Hall, alias Trask; of James MeFarland; 
of Robert Casey ; of Leonard Loomis ; of Eli East- 
man; of Robert Dickey, of New York; of Samuel 
Sanderson; of Jesse E. Dow; of Edward Burgess; 
of John McCarty. deceased 3 of Benjamin H. Mack- 
all; of James J. Pattison; of Daniel Davis; of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
James Baker; of Joseph Hall; of Jonathan Davis ; | 


of Albion TI. Crow; of William R. Taylor, admin- ithe second section of an act entitled an act to pro- | 


istrator of Jonathan Taylor; of the legal represen- 
tatives of Thos. W. Bacot, of Charléstan, 8. C.; of | 
Allen R. Moore ; of Elias Johus ; of James Mc Ma- 
hon ; of Sarah Murphy ; of Abraham Lansing ; of 
Thomas J. Lawler and Sinith M. Miles; of John 
Krepps: of Presley O. Bannon; of Francis Gardi- 
ner; of Benjamin Mooers; of Eli Horton; of John 
M. Oliver: of Christopher Clark ; of Philip Mar- 
shall, for hi nself and the heirs of John Marshall; of 
Curtis Grubb; of John B. Perkins; of William 
Eadus ; of Hannah Bublong; of Robt Peebles and | 
John Graham ; of the adiw’r of Edward Dnval; of! 
John P. Austin and Edward N. Naylor; of Alex-. 
ander G. Morgan; of Jonathan Elliot ; of John Wil- | 
son; of Doct. David H. Maxwell; of Thomas Ty- | 
ner et al; of Melancthon T. Woolsey; of James 
L. Kenner; of H. W. Russell; of Freeman Brady ; | 
of William Thorp; of James Callan; of Hugh 
MeDonald: of D. W. Haley ; of Anna W. John. | 
f°; of Robert Keyworth; of Winthrop Sears: of: 
Moses Morrill. fisherman. of schooner Fortune; of 
ph Deshields; of Thotnas Cushing ; of Isaac 
Wellborn, jr. and William Wellborn ; 





i 


deceased; of Ann. Heilinan; of Moses Van Cam- 
pen. 





TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 

July 4. The Chair communicated to the senate a 
report from the secretary of the treasury, contain- 
ing a statement froin Mr. Hassler in relation to 
Weights and measures. Read and referred to the 
committee on commerce. 

Mr. Clay rose to present a memorial, which was 
not very numerously but very respectably signed 
by the citizens of Westinoreland county, in Vir- 
ginia. Mr. C. said it was stated that, if time tad 
been allowed, nine-tenths of the citizens of that 
county would have signed it. ‘he memorial pro- 
tests against the adoption of the sub-treasnry sys- 
tem, and asks, earnestly asks, that a bank of the 
United States may be established. The inemorial 
(Mr. C. said) was drawn with more thanusual acu 
men, and showed that the signers had a fullknow!] 
edge of all the advantages te be derived from such 
an institution. He could not resist the pleasure oi 
reading a short extract to the senate: 

*A4 national bank we believe to be the only trne, 
proper, certain, safe, efficient, practical, and prac- 
ticable measure to remedy the distresses of the 
country, and to supply it with a permanent, uni- 
form, and universal medium of circulation and ex- 
change. Its efficiency bas been tried, aud why 
should we doubt it? Experience has proved its 
utility, and why should we refuse to be governed 
by its light? 
it, have been felt from one extremity of the unton 
tothe other. Shon!d we not be ad:nonished by 
these facts? Should we obstinatelv resist the in- 
tluence of these overwhelming truths?” 

It will be recollected (said Mr. C.) that West 
moreland gave birth tothe father of his country, 


respect. The memoral was signed bv persons 





M i 
And our distresses, when deprived of | 


‘ 
' 
| 
} 


| 


; 


| 


| 
| 


which he thought entitled it to more than ordinarv | 


Mr. Benton explained the merits of the bill, and 
contended that while it bore on its face a great ap- 
parent increase of expenditure, it would im fact be 
a4 means of saving to the government, 

The question having been taken on concurring 
in the amendment of the house of representatives, 
it was carried in the affirmative; when 

Mr. Benton obtained leave, by unanimous con- 
sent, to bring in a supplemental bill; which was 
vead, and ordered to a second reading, as follows: 

Le it enacted, §&c. That the act to which this isa 
supplement shall be, and the same hereby is, ex- 
plained, limited, and modified as follows: 

Frst. Nothing contained in said act shall be so 
construed as to allow to any afficer additional ra- 
trons for tiine past, commonly called back rations. 

Second. The posts at which chaplains shall be 
allowed shall be limited to the nuimber of twenty, 
and shall be first approved by the secretary of war, 
and shall be confined to places most destitute of in- 
struction. 

Third. That so much of said act as requires as- 
sistant quartermasters to be separated from the line, 
shall be, and the same is hereby, repealed, 

Fourth. That the number of lieutenants:author- 
ized by said act to be added and transferred to the 
ordnance department shall be limited to twelve. 

Fifth. That the monthly pay of a private sol- 
dier, raised by said act to eight dollars, shall be 


limited and fixed at seven dollars a month; one dol- 


lar thereof shall be retained, as provided for in said 
act. 

Sixth. That no compensation shall be allowed 
to officers of the engineer department for disburse- 
ments of public money, while superintending pub- 
lic works. 

Seventh, That the three commissaries of sub- 
sistence, authorized by said act, shall not be sepa- 
rated from the line of the army. 

Eighth. That co much of said act as allows one 
hundved and sixty acres of land to soldiers who 
shail have served ten consecutive years, be, and the 
same is hereby repeaied. 

Mr. Wright, then moved that the senate proceed 
to consider the amendment of the house to the bill 
to modify the last clanse of the filth section of the 
deposite act of the 23d June. 1836. when 

Mr. Webster said he should concur most readily 
in ‘his amendment of the house. It gave him the 


truest pleasure to learn that the house had rejected 


chiefly agricultural, and, no doubt, would have been | the second section of the bill, and that it had done 


arent to one of the two senators from that state, for 


so by so decisive a majoritv. The house had thus 


whom the signers entertained great respect: but as; arrested the surrender of all contro] over the publie 


they were kuown to entertain sentiments not very 


treasnre to the executive. It had interposed its 


friendly to such an institution, they thought it best| own high authority in a most constitutional and 


to transinit it throngh a different organ. 
move that it be laid on the table and printed, which 
motion was concurred in. 


| 


He would | salutary manner; a manner highly becoming the 


representatives ofa free people. For all this (said 
Mr. W.) I feel highly grateful; and at this result. I 


Mr. Rives, tron the committee on naval affairs, think, the whole country may be justly congratu- 
reported honse bill for the relief of captain John | lated, 


Downs, without amendment. 
Mr. Clay, of Alabaina, from the committee on 
public lands, report. d “the bill confirming certain 


amendments, and recommended a concurrence 
therein; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Wall from the committee on the library, to 
whom had been referred a resolution in relation to 
the Madison papers, reported the same, with an 
amendment, which was adopted, and the resolution 
ordered to be enyrossed. 

Mr. White. from the committee on Indian affairs 
reported the bill from the house “to repeal a part of 


vide for the organization of the department of In- 
dian affairs,’ with an amendment. On this. bill 
and amendment a debate ensued, in which Messrs, 


} 
| 


| 


entries of public lands, permitted to be made by | 
registers and receivers of land districts, under the | 
belief that the tract had been oifered at public sale.”’ | 
Clarke ; of Thomas West; of Brady True Jipson;| which had been received from the house with| 


! 
| 


We hold on yet to the trne doctrine, and the 
important republican principle of legislative con- 
trol and superintendence of the public money; and 
I hope, sir, we shall continue to held on. And 
now, sir, as to what remains in this bill, I think 
itisof no great importance. It will do no harm, 
and some good. It relieves the incapacity of being 
recrived at the treasury fiom bills of banks which 
have issned small bills. provided srch banks sell 
issue no such small bills after the first day of Oc- 
tober next. This time is much teo short, even if 
it were judicious to fix any definite time, which I 
do not think it is. The banks general!yv will not he 


_able to discontinue the use of small bills within 
that period; nor will they have sufficient induce- 


| 
! 


White. Lyon, Tipton, and others, took part, w hen | 


the b'll and amendment were ordered to a third 
readin :. te 
Mr. Benton, from the committee on military af- 





fairs, to whom were referred the amendinents of the | 


house to the bill to increase the present military es- 
tablishment of the United States ard for other pur- 


| 
i 


} 
| 


inent to do it. The inconvenience will fall, not 
prinepally on them, but on the people; as no man 
will be able, if the law is regarded, to pay his post- 
age account, or any other debt dne to government, 


‘by any hank notes within his reach or command. 


"This bill. therefore. does little, very little indeed, 
to remove the evils and inconveniences which are 
felt. and which must continue to be felt. 

Then again, sir. remember that the new trea- 
sury circular is still in force; and that no bank note 
of anv bank, if if be less than twenty dollars, can 
be received at all. This greatly impairs the ,rivi- 


poses, reported the saine, and recommended a con- Jege secured by the resolution of 1816. At the 


currence therein. 


post office and at the land offices, no paper less 


Mr. Pierce, though friendly to an inerease of the | than twenty dollars can be received. Ihave al- 
army, was decidedly opposed to some of the provi- | ready, again and again, laid this before the view 


sions of the bill. and addressed the senate at some! of gentlemen. 


I have asked them if they are con- 


length denonneing them as invidious, unequal, and: tented with this state of things. and if they think 


unjust to officers in the line, and partial to those of| the people will be contented. 


the staff. 


Will the small pur- 


chasers at the land offices he satisfied with this? Is 


Mr. Criffenden also spoke against the provisions, , it right to expect it? Certainly, sir, this is not 
and said that the only way to arrest these abuses what T proposed for them, nor what I thought their 
was to reject the bill itself, which had better be. interest required, 


of Nathan Peter and William Adams, deceased ; of appeared to him most glaring in their effects. 


‘ e | 
altogether lost than that such ininstiee should be | 


of the heirs, done. He enumerated at length these abnses which sojution of 1816—if we mean to make bank notes 
|receivable at all, why should we embarrass and 


If we mean to maintain the principle of the re- 
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thwart its operation by rejecting all notes under so 
high a suin as twenty dollars? Why not stop at 
five dollars, the point at which the state banks have 
arrived. 

However, I have addressed the senate repeatedly 
on this part of the subject before; and the people, 
I trust, every where, will understand that I, and 
those who usually act with me, have done all in 
our power to give to them, in every part of the 
country, the just benefits of the resolution of 1816, 
without unreasonable embarrassment. 

One word, sir, on another part of the subject. 
This bill leaves the deposite system in full opera- 
tion in some places and some states, and it leaves 
it impossible to be adopted in other states. Our 
actual system, therefore, will be wholly unequal; 
it will be one thing in one part of the country, and 
another thing in another part. 

These evils, sir, and these ineqnalities cannot 
long exist. The country will demand their remo- 
val. 

We break up then, sir, with no sub-treasury bill. 

We break up with no special deposite bill. 

We break up without having surrendered to the 
Executive the just control of congress over the 
public moneys. 

he break up, having abolished the specie cir- 
cular. 

But we break up, nevertheless, leaving such 
provisions of law in existence, and such a treasury 
circular in existence, as must, in my opinion, very 
seriously embarrass the operations of business, es- 
pecially in particular parts of the country. 

And we break up, moreover, without having done 
any thing—any thing at all—towards establishing a 
paper currency, equivalent to specie,of universal 
credit, and of the same value in every part of the 
country. ‘Till we establish such a currency as this, 


we shall not have performed a high and important, 


duty, which, in my opinion, is solemnly binding up- 
onus. Till we do this, that is not done which wiil 
etfectually satisfy the country. Other things may 
be palliatives, but that thing alone can constitute 
etfectual remedy and relief. 

I will only add, sir, because I believe it is true, 
that if a measure calculated to carry into full eflect 
the abolition of the specie circular—such a measure 
as I had the honor to propose to the senate—could 
have been presented in a manner to be acted on, 
without delay or embarrassment to the popular 
branch of congress, 1t would have succeeded, in that 
branch, by a very decided majority. The publish- 
ed proceedings of that body sufficiently show this. 

Mr. Norvell rose to express his dissent to the mo- 
tion to concur with the house of representatives in 
striking out the second section of the bill. He 
could not consent to give a vote which implied the 
opinion that the local banks, over which this govern- 


ment had no control, ought to be the depositories of 


its moneys, and of the reverues of the nation, and 
on that question he asked the yeas and nays. Mr. 
N. afterwards withdrew the call. 

Mr. Preston renewed the call for the yeas and 
nays. He desired to record his own vote at least on 
so important a measure. 

Mr, Clay said, though he had not obtained all that 
was desired, he should vote most cordially and hear- 
tily for the amendment. Without it, or at least in 
the shape the bill was sent from the senate, it left all 
to executive discretion; but, as it then was, it gave 
soine semblance of legal control over the subject. 

The yeas and nays having been taken, there ap- 
peared, for concurring 29, against it 17—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Ken., Clayton, 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Rug- 
gles, Sevier, Smith, of Inda., Southard, Swift, Tall- 
macge, Tipton, Webster, White, Wright—29. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay, of 


Ala., King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Smith, of Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, 
Wall, Williams, Young—17. 


The bill regulating the pay and emoluments of 


brevet officers was read a third time; and on the 
question, Shall this bill pass? 

Mr. Buchanan said that he had as high an opin- 
ion of the merits of gen. Jones as any man could 
have, and that if the senator from South Carolina, 
who had the bill under his charge, would consent 
that the bill should be so amended that gen. Jones 
should receive brevet pay from and after the pas- 
sage of the act, it should receive his support; but 
he had no idea of giving it a retrospective bearing. 

Mr. Sevier said they had defeated a bill in the 
senate the other day in relation to the same matter 
—giving brevet pay to gen. Macomb. He thought 
both bills should share the same fate; and he there- 
fore moved its indefinate postponement. Some ex- 
planations having been given by Mr. Preston, the 
motion for indefinate postponement was withdrawn. 


Mr. P. went into a long explanation of the services 
of gen. Jones, and the claims his gallantry had up- 
on his country. He said, however, that he would 
not object to the suggestion of the senator from 
Pennsylvania, on the old principle that half a loaf 
was better than no bread. 

Mr. Lyon renewed the motion for indefinite post- 
ponement; and the question was taken by yeas and 
nays, and lost; 14 voting for it, and 21 against it. 
The bill was then passed by a vote of 21 yeas, to 
16 nays. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Ala., the title of the 
bill was so amended as to read “An act to regulate 
the pay of the adjutant general when a brevet offi- 
cer.” 

The bills mentioned in our last as ordered to be 
engrossed, were severally reada third time, and 
passed. 

The resolution for the printing of the Madison 
papers was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Buchanan, from the committee on foreign re- 
lations, presented a report from that committee of 
considerable length, in which they unanimously re- 
commend to the senate the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved, That, after a careful examination and 
deliberate consideration of the whole controversy 
between the United States and Great Britain rela- 
tive to the northeastern boundary of the foriner, the 
senate does not entertain a doubt of the entire 
practicability of ranning and marking that bounda- 
ry in strict conformity with the stipulations of the 
definitive treaty of peace of seventeen hundred and 
| eighty three ; and entertain a perfect conviction of 
the justice and validity of the title of the United 
States to the full extent of all the territory in dis- 
pute between the two powers. 

Resolved, firther, ‘That, considering that more 
than half a century has elapsed since the conclu- 
sion of that treaty; considering the extraordinary 
deiay which has hitherto marked the negotiations 
and proceedings of the government of the two 
countries, in their endeavor amicably to settle the 
controversy ; and considering the danger of mutual 
irritation and collisions upon the border of kindred 
and friendly nations from further procrastination, 
the senate cannot forbear to express an earnest de- 
sire that the pending negotiation should be brought 
to a close, and the final decision of the dispute be 
made as early as practicable. 

Resolved, That, as it would be inexpedient for 
the United States to proceed, npon their separate 
/authority, to survey and mark the northeastern 
| boundary, until all reasonable means of effecting 
that object by the consent and concurrence of both 
parties shall have been exhansted, the * bill to pro- 
vide for surveying the northeastern boundary line 


seventeen hundred and eighty-three” onght not to 
pass; anditis therefore ordered that it be laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, rose to say that he had 
been very anxious that the report should be read 
and weighed, with all the attention and considera- 
tion belonging to so grave and important a subject; 
that he would take the opportunity to say, while he 
was up, that the question had been most deliberately 
and carefully examined in the committee ; that the 
report, which was the work of the chairman, was 
prepared with very great ability; that much labor 
had been devoted to it, in the short space that had 
been allowed, and which was the more creditable 
‘to its author, amid his other various and pressing 
duties; and that it was well calculated to advance 
his high character before the country. 

He was anxious, he said, totake the sense of the 
senate upon the subject of the resolutions which 
were recommended, with as little delay as was pos- 
sible. 

Mr. Tallmadge followed, and observed that, as a 


had carefully and attentively examined the subject 
of the report, and that he concurred entirely with 
the senator from Kentucky as to the talent and 
ability with which it was drawn up, and the man- 
ner in which it presented the great question. If, 
unhappily, (said Mr. T ) at any time hereafter, any 
collision should arise between the two countries, 
which he hoped most sincerely would be avoided, 
it was very important, in his view, that the people 
of the country should understand the merits of the 
controversy. They were set forth in that report in 
a condensed, and, at the same time, sufficiently 
complete and ample manner to enable them fully to 


of the United States according to the treaty of 


member of the committee on foreign relations, be} 


—————— 
and he therefore moved for the printing of 10,099 
extra copies ; which, afterwards, at the SUgeestion 
of Mr. Williams, supported by other gentlemen, je 
increased to 20,000. ' 

Mr. Rives also expressed his cordial and entire 
concurrence in the remarks which had been made 
by his culleagnes on the committee. ‘The report 
was drawn with distinguished ability, clearness 
and force. The argument on both sides was fairly 
represented, and the paper would compare, to great 
advantage, with whatever had been written, that 
he had seen, upon the subject. It was very impor- 
tant that the merits of the question should be 
made familiar to the American mind; and no do. 
cument, he conceived, was better calculated to en. 
lighten and conduct it to sound conclusions. He 
should vote, therefore, with the greatest pleasure 
for the number of copies proposed by the gentleman 
from New-York, and forthe highest number, jp. 
deed, any senator might deein it expedient to have 
published. 

Mr. Williams said, the great importance of the 
question, and the able manner in which it was 
treated, and our right maintained in the report now 
made, induce me to desire that alarger number than 
that proposed by the senator from New-York 
should be printed. Every one must see that im. 
portant results may grow out of the report and reso. 
lutions now adopted ; and it is very desirable that 
as many of our citizens as can be induced to look 
at the question should have the means at hand of 
understanding it, and of being convinced that we 
are claiming our right, and nothing more. This 
report, coming from the committee on foreign rela- 
tions, and from senators possessing the confidence 
of the nation, must carry conviction to the mind of 
every man who will read it, and, therefore, T would 
ask that twenty thousand copies may be ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr, Allen said: I shall vote for the printing of 
the largest number of this report. It cannot be 
disguised that this controversy has already assumed 
a very imposing aspect; so much so, indeed, as to 
render it more than possible that the united ener- 
gies of this people may be required in its future 
adjustment; and yet so exclusively local has the 
question been hitherto considered, that its diseus- 
sion has excited public attention in no other quarter 
of the union than that more immediately interested 
init. It has not, therefore, as yet, penetrated the 
interior of the country, or caught the attention of 
the great body of the American people. This state 
of things can no longerexist. The controversy 
has now taken a form that must interest, in its set- 
tlement, every citizen of the republic. I have 
heard, with deep attention, the discussion in the 
senate, and I can sincerely declare, that, in my 
judgment, no proposition was ever more free from 
embarrassment, or title better established, than is 
that of the state of Maine to every inch of the ter- 
ritory she claims. Inasmuch, therefore, as this 
controversy with Great Britain has assumed an as- 
pect by no means auspicious to the future harmony 
of the two nations, Tam for placing before our 
countrymen this report as evidence of the justice 
of our claims, and of the position which our gov- 
ernment has taken, in order that the public judg- 
ment, and with it the public energies of the nation, 
may be concentrated in support of that claim, in 
any emergency to which its adjustment may give 
rise. With this view, I shall vote for the printing 
of the largest number. 

Mr. Clay said that, among other considerations 
which operated with him, he confessed that he 
wished the subject to be acted on this day. (Mr. 
C. was understood to allude to its being 4th of 
July.) As he advanced in life, he acknowledged 
the influence:of feelings and sentiments which 
might be regarded as bordering on superstition. 
There was, at all events, it appeared to him, pecu- 
liar fitness in resolving, on the 4th of July, 1835, 
to maintaining the integrity and inviolability of the 
old thirteen United States, whose independence 
was proclaimed on that memorable day. 

The question was then put on the adoption of the 
resolutions reported by the committee, and they 
were agreed to nem. con.; and, un motion, twenty 
thousand additional copies of the report and resolu- 
tions were ordered to be printed. 

The senate then adjourned. 

July 5. Mr. Webster presented a memorial very 
numerously signed on the subject of the explosions 
of steamboat boilers. 

On motion of Mr. Roane, the senate concurred 





comprehend and understand it. The report ought, 
therefore, to be widely and extensively circulated. 
It was calculated to unite and concentrate the sen- 
timent of the country, if that occasion, which he 
earnestly deprecated, shonid ever arise. He should, 
therefore, move for the printing of an extra number 





of copies, the largest that should be thought proper ; 





in the amendment of the house to the bill to estab- 
lish a criminal court in the District of Columbia. 
Mr. Tipton, from the committee on conferenc® ° 
the two houses on their disagreeing votes in relatic® 
to certain amendments of the house to the senate 
bill making appropriations for certain roads in W!S- 
consin, made a report from that committee, advising 
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the senate to concur in all the amendments of the 
house except the fifth, and in that also when modi- 
fied as proposed by the coiminittee. 

The senate accordingly concurred in this report 


"of the joiat committee. 


The senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the house to the bill to provide for the bet- 
ter security of the lives and property of persons 
on board vessels propelled wholly or in part by 

eam. 

" Mr. Grundy stated that the special committee who 
framed this bill had examined these amendments 
with great care, and regarded them, with the ex- 
ception of the last, as an evident improvement of 
the bill, and taking them all together, they deemed 
it best for the senate to concur in them all. 

Mr. Claylon, objected to the last amendment of 
the house, that, after the owners of the boats had 
complied with all the provisions of the bill, they 
were still made responsible for the acts of others, 
over which they had no immediate control. This 
involved a principle which Mr. C. could not ap- 

rove. 

Mr. Webster was understood to argue that the 
great and numerous disasters on board steamboats 
were not owing to any necessary danger attending 
the useof steam. Any one,he said, might be satis- 
fied of this who would look at the steam engine as 
used for other purposes, in mines, on railroads, and 
in manufactories. How did it happen that in all 
these cases the use of steam was so much more in- 
nocent than on board steamboats? If such explo- 
sions should take place in the mannfactories of 
England, what would be the consequences? Thou 
sands of lives alinost would be lost at a single ex- 
plosion. The causes of steamboat disasters were 
to be found in the nature of the service in which 
steam was employed, which had led to nad compe- 
tition and criminal negligence. A preventive law, 
therefore, must apply itself to these proximate 
causes, which were to be found either in the insuf- 
ficiency of the boat itself, the insufficient thickness 
of the metal of the boilers, which were a great deal 
thinner than in England, in the criminal desire of 
coinpetition, or in the criminal negligence which 
now often occurred, and which was, in effect, so 
disastrous that it would render useless all possible 
inveations beforehand to prevent explosions. 

What was the remedy for such negligence? It 
must be looked for to the owners of steamboats, 
and no doubt they were individually responsible, in 
a civil point of view, for every loss by such disas- 
ters. It would fall on the owners of the boats by 
the principles of the common law; and had Mr. W. 
been present when the bill was at the proper stage, 
he would have proposed to modify it accordingly. 
It was the Enzlish rule, and Mr. W. thought it the 
true one, that is, civilly, that whenever, by asteamn- 
boat explosion, persons or property were injured, 
the losers or injured persons were entitled to re- 
cover of the owners, and the fact of an explosion 
was taken as prima facie evidence of carelessness. 
It congress did not come to this, they would have 
done nothing. If there had now been time, Mr. 
W. would have proposed that the fact of an explo- 
sion shonld make the owners responsible for dam- 
age and loss. But it was better to retain the last 
amendment of the house than nothing; and if the 
senator from Delaware would let that now pass, 
Mr. W. would at the next session be ready to unite 
with bito in making further provisions. 

Mr. Clayton said the senator seemed not to be 
aware that the bill, as it was, was pretty much as 
Mr. W. proposed, holding the owners civilly re- 
sponsible. Mr. Webster said he knew it; but there 
was no adequate provision for obtaining proof. 
Mr. Smith, of Indiana, said congress never could 
do any thing on this subject till they had touched 
the question of »roof; and he had before expressed 
his opinion to that «ffect. Mr. S. then and now 
was in favor of making an explosion prima facie 
evidence of negiizence, throwing it on the oppo- 
site side to show that it had not occurred by negli- 
pone: He hoped this bill would pass, as it might 

ave some effect in lerrorem, though he doubted 
whether it would have any adequate effect. 

_ Again, Mr. S. had before argued, and he still in- 
sisted, that there ought to be some penalty provided 
for the incipient stages of steamboat disasters, such 
as excess of speed of steamboat racing. But he 
would at present concur in the amendinents, ho- 
Ping the bill would have some small effect ad terro- 
rem, 

Mr. Roane expressed a doubt whether congress 
had a right to all the jurisdiction claimed by the 
bill. Their power, he argued, extended only to 
Cases of intercourse with foreign nations, and be- 
tween the several states. He therefore moved to 
add to the amendments of the house a provision 
that this bill should take effect in no case of steam- 
boats navigating wholly within the limits of a sin- 


gle state. 
division. 

Mr Webster now moved to strike out the last 
amendment of the house, and insert a provision 
making an explosion or other disaster full prima 
facie evidence of negligence, sufficient for convic- 
tion unless disproved. After a few remarks by 
Messrs. Grundy and Webdsier, this amendment was 
agreed to, the senate concurred in the amendments 
of the house so amended, and the bill was sent back 
to the house. 

Several bills from the house were read twice ard 
referred. 

Mr. Davis from the committee on commerce, re- 
ported a bill to regulate the sale of wrecked proper- 
ty within the collection district of Key West. Mr. 
D. said he did not expect this bill to pass at the 
present session; but he asked that it might be read, 
laid on the table, and printed, for consideration at 
the ensuing session, and it was ordered accord- 
ingly. 

The bill to repeal the second section of the act 
to provide for the organization of the department 
of Indian affairs, &c. was read a third time and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, the bill authorizing a 
test of the steam engine of an individual, made 
without a boiler, was taken up, amended, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Ruggles, so as to extend to any engine 
without a boiler, and, so arnended, was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rives, the bill to establish and 


This motion was negatived without a 





regulate navy rations and for other purposes was 


length by Messrs. Southard, Crittenden, Buchanan, | 
Benton, Bayard, and Niles, (chiefly on the ques- | 
tion of the compensation of pursers,) and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Niles, fiaaily laid on the table: Ayes 
18, noes 14. 

The bill in regard to the patent office was taken 
up, discussed at much length on various points by 
Messrs. Ruggles, Clay, of Kentucky, Davis, Clay, 
of Alabama, and Sevier, and, on motion of Mr. 
Sevier, finally laid on the table. 

The following bills were considered, ordered toa 
third reading, and, by consent, subsequently read 
a third time, aud passed: 


| 


taken up, (Ayes 17, noes 11,) discussed at much | solution of 7th February last, showing what money 





navy. 
funds belonging to Indian tribes in state stocks, &c. 


han, late of Huntsville. 

The bill exempting from duty the coal which 
may be on board steamboats or vessels propelled 
by steam, on their arrival at any port of the United 
States. 

Mr. Hubbard offered a resolution that, at the 
second session of each congress, the senate should 
proceed with their calendar of private bills (origin- 
ating in the senate) of the preceding session, in 
the same manner as if there had been no recess. 
Laid on the table, after a brief debate. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Baron de 
Kalb was considered, ordered to be engrossed for a 
tliird reading, and subsequently read a third time, 
and passed, 

The bill for the relief of the heirs or representa- 
tive of Joseph Morris, (understood to be a claim 


Mr. Morris, by another and subsequent husband, ) 
was much discussed, and laid over to the next ses- 
sion, on motion of Mr. Clay, of Kentucky. 

The bills for the relief of Jacob Hanks and of 
Alfred Westall, 

And the bill supplementary to the late bill to in- 
crease the army of the United States, were severally 
considered, ordered to a third reading, and, by con- 
sent, read a third time, and passed. 

The senate adjourned, after an executive session. 

July 6. After the reading of the journal, 

Mr. Davis rose and said that he was necessarily 


chamber, the vote was taken upon several resolu- 


the United States. Mr. D. said he supposed the re- 

ort would be made in the course of the day; bnt 
fe had no anticipation that they would be called up 
at that time. In the journal of the senate it was 
stated that the vote in favor of the resolution was 
unanitnous. Though the yeas and nays had not 





been taken, it was called a unanimous vote on the 
journal, from which it could not be kuown whether 
‘Mr. D. was in favor of the resolution or not. 

The course which Mr. D. had pursned on this 
subject was well known to the senate and the coun- 
try. He had advocated the introduction of the bill 
for the survey of the boundary, moved by the sena- 


tor from Maine, and urged its passage, though the 








committee had come toa different conclusion, Mr. 


The bill to regulate the pay of masters in the | Is ‘ ! 
. | withstanding, unless the banks in the adjoining 
The bill directing the investment of certain) 


The bill for the relief of the heirs of John Bra- | 





for seven years’ half pay to a child of the widow of | 


D. would now observe, that he had heard the report 
of the committee on this subject read, and on the 
great question of the national right he fully concur- 
red with it, and considered it a very able and con- 
clusive argument, honorable to the gentlemen who 
drew itup. Mr. D. also concurred in the first and 
second resolutions, but not in the last decidin 
against the passage of the bill. Mr. D. now lished 
to put himself right, by appearing consistent with 
himself while his opionions remained unchanged, 
and Jet his constituents understand that he was not 
included in the vote in favor of the last resolution, 
post poning the bill, and called unanimous. 

Mr. Duvis, from the committee on commerce, re- 
ported a joint resolution directing the secretary of 
the treasury to cause to be made, under the super- 
intendence of Mr. Hassler, one standard balance 
for each of the several states, and to cause them to 
be delivered to the respective governors, for the use 
of the respective states. 

Mr. D. stated that congress directed, by a joint 
resolution in 1836, that a set of weights and mea- 
sures should be made, as a standard for each of the 
states; and they had mostly been prepared, and 
were nearly ready for distribution; and what Mr. 
D. now desired was, that a sufficient number of 
standard balances should go with the weights, so 
that each state should have a standard balance. 

The resolution, by consent, was carried through 
its primary stages, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

The Chair presented a communication from the 
treasury department, in pursuance of a senate re- 


had been lost by the failure to pay duty bonds, from 
March, 1835, to January, 1838. Laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Hubbard, Mr. Pierce, and Mr. Wail, report- 
ed a variety of private bills from cominittees re- 
ferred to them. 

On motion of Mr. Southard, the commmittee on 
naval affairs were discharged from the further con- 
sideration of a number of private memorials. 

Mr. Hubbard asked the unanimous consent of the 
senate to introduce a joint resolution providing that 
the banks of the District of Columbia should not be 
required to redeem their five dollar notes before the 
Ist of December next, any law to the contrary not- 


states should resume before that time. 

Mr. Allen objecting, the resolution could not be 
received, 

Mr. Davis, from the committee oncommerce, re- 
ported the bill from the house referred to them, 
making provision for the improvement of harbors 
and the removal of obstructions at the mouths of 
certain rivers, for 1838, with amendments, the chief 
of which were the striking out of the $70,000 for 
Red river, and inserting an appropriation for the 
benefit of Buffalo, New York. 

Mr. D. asked that the amendments might forth- 
with be considered, but this being objected to for 
the want of a certain document, the bill was for the 
present laid on the table. 

A conversation of considerable length, by a large 
number of senators, here occurred on the question 
whether this day was to be regarded as one of the 
three last days of the session, in which, by the 16th 
joint rule, bills, &c. could not pass between the 
two houses. It appeared to be the almost unani- 
inous opinion of those who spoke, and it was also 
the decision of the chair, that Sunday is not to be 
regarded as one of the legislative days, except on 
extraordinary occasiuns, such as did not now exist, 
and, therefore, this was to be deemed one of the 


three last days of the session. 


Mr. Norvell, in conclusion, moved to suspend for 
this day the 16th joint rule in question. Negatived: 
yeas 13, nays 23. On motion of Mr. Smith, of Ia., 
(before made and laid on the table,) the vote reject- 
ing the bill to establish a new judicial district in 





Florida was reconsidered, and the bill passed with- 


absent for a very short time, and, while out of the | out debate. 


The following bills from the house were consid- 


tions then reported by the committee on foreign af- | ered and rejected: The bill for the relief of the 
fairs respecting the north-eastern boundary line of | owners of the schooner Three Brothers. The bill 


| for the relief of Squier Stearns. The bill to provide 
for the construction of the Cumberland road through 
Salem and Lewisburg, Ohiv. Laid on the table. 
The following bills from the house were consider- 
ed and ordered to a third reading: The bill for the 
relief of Samuel Potter and James Cassidy. For the 
relief of Richard Frisby. For the relief of A. Quar- 
tier and Albert, of New Orleans. The senate took 
up the bill from the house for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Nimrod Farrow and Richard 
Harris, 

This biil was founded on a contract by the gov- 
ernment with the original claimants, to erect a fort 
on Dauphin island, the erection of which was dis- 
continued on the purchase of Florida; and the con< 
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tractors applying for damages, the case was refer- 
red to three special comunssioncers, Messrs. Gra- 
tiot, Thornton, and another, who reported in favor 
of paying the claimants $131,000. his bill pro- 
posed to allow them only $33,000, and an amend. 
weut fru.a the senate cornmittee further stipulated 
that payments from this suin should first be made to 
the various sub-contractors. The question, there- 
fore, was, whether the government should acjudi- 
cate between the principal and sub-contractors, or 
whether this was not the more appropriate business 
of the judicial tribunals. 

This question was discussed at much length by 
Messrs. Rives, Young, Clay, of Kentucky, Hubbard, 
Roane, Sevier, Crittenden, and Tallmadge, and. on 
motion of Mr. Sevier, the bili was laid on the table 
by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Beaton, Brown, Buch- 
anan, Clay, of Ala., Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulion, 
Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Niciotas, Niles, Robin. 
son, Sinith, of Conuecticut, Sirange, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Wail, Williams, Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Crittenden, Merrick, Monton, Presion, Rives, 
Roane, Southard, ‘Trotter, Webster, White—12. 

Tie senate proceeded to consider the bill trom 
the house to establish certain post routes, and dis- 
continue others. 

Various amendments from the senate committee 
were cousidered, and agreed to. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabaina, moved to strike out the 
second section of the bill, which provided tor a 
sp°edy suppression of the express mail; and in sup- 
port of this motion, in addition to his ownremarks, 

ave a summary of a paper which he had received 

roin the departinent, in favor of continuing the ex- 
press mail, 

Mr. Crittenden having briefly opposed the mo- 
tion, it was carried in the affirmative (that is, to 
continue the express mail) by the following vote: 

Y&AS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay, of 
Ala., Fulton, Hubbard, Kinz, Luinpkin, Lyon, 
Mouton, Nicholas. Niles, Norvell, Preston, Robin. 
son, Sevier, Sinith, of Connecticut, Strange, Wright 
—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
Merrick, Pierce, Roane, Ruggles, Smith, of Indi- 
ana, Southard, Wall, White, Williams, Young—15. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the senate resolved 


to take a recess to-day and to-morrow, from half 


past two o’clock till half past four. 
The senate now took a recess accordingly. 


a A A Te ae 





las, Niles, Pierce, Preston, Rives. Smith, of Con-| 


noelical, Stranze, Trottier, Wail, White—I1S8. 
NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Bayard. Buchanan, Clay, | 


Novell, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, S:sith, ef Indi- | 
anan Southard, Tallinadge, Tipton, Webster, Wil- 
liams, Wright, Young—21. 

The next amendment from the committee was an 
appropriation of $48,000 for a sea-wall to Butfalo 
harbor. 

Mr. Benton opposed the whole bill. Mr. Tall- 


circuinstances which made a pressing demand for 
this appropriation, and advocated its adoption. 

This amendment was then rejected by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Ciayton, Davis, Lyon, Merrick, Norvell, Robbins, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, Webster, Wright—17. 

NA YS-—-Messrs. Allen, Benton. Brown, Buch- 
anan, Clay, of Ala.. Crittenden, Hubbard, King, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Roane, Strange, Trotter, White, Wil- 
liams, Young—21. 

Mr. Wright, having offered several minor amend- 
ments, which were agreed to, moved to strike out 


land, above Nashville. 

This motion was strongly opposed by Mr. Clay, 
of Kentucky, and Mr. Critienden; but it was carri- 
ed in the affirmative by the following vote: 


nan, Clay. of Alabama, Hubbard, King, Lyon, Ni- 
cholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Roane, 


—?2i, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, Merrick, Pres- 
ton. Robbins, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Tipton, Webster, Young—15. 

Mr. Wright then offered an addifional section, as 
a proviso to the bill, precisely in the following 
words: 

And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 


‘this act, and withthe making of contracts for the 


revard to the state of the treasury, and its ability 
to meet the current ordinary expenses of the go- 
vernment, a3 well as the calls which may be made 
under the aiid contracts; and, under the direction 





EVENING SESSION. 


Mr. Davis moved to take up the harbor bill re- 
ported by him this morning from the cominitiee on 
co:;ninerce, with several amend:nents. This roo- 
tion, bing opposed, was carried in the affirma- 
tive, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Davis, Lyon, Merrick, Niles, Norvell, Robbins, 
Sevier, Smith, of [ndiana, Southard, Tallinadge, 
Tipton, Webster, Williams, Wright—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Clay, of Ala., Fulton, 
King, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Pierce, Preston, Trot- 
ter, Wall, White—11. 

Mr. Davis gave a brief and chiefly general ex- 
planation of the bill, stating that it was founded on 
reconmendations and estitnates from the depart- 
meuts; that the works contemplated had all been 
begun, the bill merely aiming to prevent damage 


and loss; and that $1,400,000, were appropriated in | 


all, $922,000 for western, and $536,000 tor atlan- 
tic works, 

The appropriation for Red river having been re- 
dneed, on motion of Mr. Sevier, from $70,000 to 
$5,000, and then stricken out wholly, by ayes 19, 
noes not counted, Mr. Preston spoke earnestly 
azainst the whole bill, as inexpedient and extrava- 


gant under the depressed circuinstances of the | 


country, and moved thatil be indefinitely postponed. 
Mr. Clay, of Alabama, also opposed the bill at 
lenzth, chiefly on grounds of economy under exist- 
ing cirenmstances. 

Mr. Duvis replied, and spoke earnestly in favor 
of the bill. Mr. Norvell also spoke in favor of the 
bill. Mr. Presion again spoke at lenzth against the 
bill Mr. Buchanan urged action on the biil without 
further debate, and said he should at first vote 
azainst ifs indefinite postponement, and then, if 
the friends of the bill should protract the debate, he 
should, on a scond trial, vote for its indefinite post- 
ponement. 

Mr. Wright also urged action on the bill without 
d-lay. Mr. Preston spoke further in opposition to 
the bill. 

The question was now puton the indefinite post- 
onement of the bill, and decided in the ngative, as 
ollows, 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Clay, of Alaba- 

ma, Crittenden, King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicho- 








of the president of the United States, so arrange 


the $20,000 for the improvement of the Cumber- | 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- | 


Strange, Trotter, Wall, White, Williams, Wright | 


expenditures authorized by it, to have particular) 


NA YS—Messrs. Benton. Brown, Clay, of Al 
Clay, of Kentucky, Criticuden, hing, Mertick. 
Monton, Nicholas, Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, 


of Kentucky, Davis, Fulton, Hubbard, Merrick, | Ruggles, Strange, Trotter, White, Williains— yg. 
So the harbor bill was declared by the Chair to ° 


be rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the president of ihe 
United States was requested to communicate to the 
senate a report of the last campaign in Florida un. 
der general Jesup. Also, at the next session q 
statement of ail works in the improvement of har. 





madge, Mr, Davis, and Mr. Webster, described the | bors and rivers which have been upwards of three 


/years in progress, with estimates of the probable 
amounts severally necessary to their con.pletion, 
The senate took up the senate bill to remove the 
surveyor general’s office of the public lands from 
Cincitinati to St. Joseph’s, in Michigan, With an 
, amendment by the honse, striking out the “St. Jo. 
seph’s’’ and inserting “Michigan City” in Indiana, 
Mr. Tipton moved that the senate concur in this 
amendment. 

Mr. Lyon moved to lay the bill on the table; 
which motion was done accordingly by yeas 23, 
nays 8. Mr. Ruggles asked the unanimous consent 
of the senate to introduce a joint resolution to au. 
thorize the employment of additional clerks in the 
/patent office. Objected to by Mr. Clay, of Ala. 
bama, and laid on the table. 

Mr. Strange made a report from the committee 
on the memorial of Francis P. Blair. Laid on the 
table. 

The senate concurred in the amendments of 
the house to the bill to revive the act to incorporate 
the medical society of the District of Columbia. 

Also, in the amendments of the house to the bil{ 
to change the time of holding the U.S. circuit 
court for the district of East Tennessee; (the ainend- 
ments changing the time in Maryland.) 

A message was received from the house, asking 
the senate io suspend the 16th joint rule so far as 
| to allow the senate toreceive their joint resointion, 
| making an appropriation ($48,000) for the purebase 
/ of certain books for the niembers of that house, and 
also to receive their bill to increase and regulate the 
term of the U.S. circuit and district courts for the 








duty of the officers charged with the execution of; western district of New York. 


After an earnest conversation by Messrs. Hub- 
bard, Bayard, Benton, and Clay, of Alabama, against 
the request, and by Messrs. Tallmadge, Sevier, 
Merrick, and Southard, in favor of granting it, the 
| message was indefinitely postponed by the follow- 
ing vote: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown, 





: : ‘ a . * : +a 
the said expenditures, and the times and amount of! Clay, of Alabama, Clayton, Hubbard, Kirg, Lyon, 


| payment, so far as the means of the treasury can 
be anticipated, as that the advances or payments 
under this act shall not interfere with, or delay the 
pavinents under the appropriations for the regular, 
}urdinary, annual expenses of the government. 
This awendment was advocated by Mr. Wright, 
Mr. Benton, and Mr. Niles, and earnestly opposed 
by Mr. Preston, Mr. Webster, Mr. Critlenden, Mr. 
Dovis, and Mr. Norvell, as vesting an absolute 





hands and at the discretion of the executive. 

This amen {ment was agreed to by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Roane, Sevier, 
Stranze, Trotter, Wall, Wright. Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Clayton. Crittenden, Davis, Merrick. Norvell, 
Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith, of Indiana, South- 
ard, Tallinadge, Tipton, Webster, White—16. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved to amend the bill 
by adding an appropriation of $56,000 and add, 
for the improvement of the Tennessee river, in 
| Alabama, (the canal around the Muscle Shoals, ) 
and, in addition to some remarks, read a ducument 
in favor of the object. Rejected withont a divi- 
sion. Mr. Merrick also offered an amendment, 
which was rejected. The question recurring on 
ordering the bill to a third reading, Mr. Clay, of 
Kentucky, spoke with great earnestness against 
the additional section to the bill, offered as above 
iby Mr. Wright, as altogether unparalleled in legis- 
lation, and expressed his regret that it would com- 
pel him to vote against the whole bill. Mr. Mer- 
rick also expressed his views to the same effect. 
Mr. Webster also spoke in the deepest reprobation 
of the obnoxious section, but said he could not 
persnade hirnself on account of it to appear in any 
way to abandon a system which he had supported 
for twelve years. 

The question was now put on ordering the bill 
to a third reading, and the vote resulted as follows: 

YE AS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Clayton, Da- 
vis, Fulton, Hubbard, Lyon, Niles, Norvell, Rob- 
bins, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Wall, Webster, Wright, Young—18. 





| 
| 





and unconstitutional power of appropriation in the | 


'Monton, Niles, Pierce, Strange, White, Williams, 
Young—16. a 

| NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Merrick, Norvell. Pres- 
lton, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith, of Ind,, Southard, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, 
Webster—15. 

The bills ordered to a third reading in the morn- 
ing Were now severally read a third time and passed. 
| ‘The senate then adjourned. 

July 7. Mr. Davis presented a communication 
from the chamber of commerce of the city of New 
| York, with the proceedings of a meeting of the mmem- 
bers of that body, held on the 5th instant, to take into 
consideration the late report of the coinmiitee on 
commerce, (drawn up by Mr. Davis,) on the stb- 
ject of light-honses; in considering which they 
passed several resolutions, accompanying the com- 
rounication, in which resolutions they highly ap- 
‘proved of that report. Laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Crittenden presented a petition. (Unheard.) 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the clerk authorized 
to be employed in the service of the senate by the 
‘resolution of October, 1838. were continued till 
otherwise ordered by the senate. Various bills, 
&c. referred to committees were reported by Messrs. 
Roane, Tipton, Fulion and Clay, of Ala. 

Mr. Wright. from the committee on finance, re- 
ported the bill from the house referred to them, 





H 
' 


the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty sti- 
pulations with the Indian tribes for the year 1838, 
with minor amendments, which were explained by 
Mr. W. and agreed to. Mr. While moved further 
to amend the bill by adding an appropriation of 
$260,000 for the support of such Indians removed 
west of the Mississippi as are unable to subsist 
themselves, to be distributed under the direction of 
the secretary of war. This amendment was ear: 
nestly advocated by Messrs. White and Sevier, and 
opposed by Messrs. Niles, Clay, of Ala., Norvell, 
and Allen, and agreed to by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, King; 
Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, Preston, Rives, Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Ind., Southard, Tall- 
madge, Webster, White—22. 
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NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Brown, Clay, of Ala., 
Clay, of Ken., Hubbard, Lyon, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Robbing, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, 
Strange, Wali—1l4. P 2 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, and, 
py consent, read a third time and passed. 

The Chair presented froin the treasury depart- 
ment, in pursuance of a senate resolution of 5th 
June last, statements of the annual expenditures in 
collecting the customs on imports for the last twen- 
ty years, discriminating between the dierent kinds, 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

A message was received from the house, request- 
ing the senate to suspend the 16th joint rule so far 
as to receive from the house the bill to increase and 
regulate the term for holding the United States cir- 
cuit and district courts for the northern district of 
New York. In this request the senate concurred, 
the bill was received, aud, by consent, carried 
through and passed. 

Mr. Merrick, in compliance with a desire of some 
of the friends of the harbor bill, moved that the vote 
rejecting it should he reconsidered, and expressed 
the hope that it would be so modified that he could 
yoteforit. The vote was accordingly reconsidered, 
and the bill was taken up by the following vote: 

‘i AS—Messrs. Allen, Bavard, Buchanan, Clay, 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Critlenden, Davis, Fulton, 
Hubbard, Linn, Lyon, Merrick, Niles, Norvell, 
Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Sinith, of Indiana, South- 
ard, Talliaadgze, Tipton, Webster, Williams, Wright 
—24, 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Clay, of Ala- 
bama, Cuthbert, King, Nicholas, Pierce, Preston, 
Rives, Roane, Simith, of Conn., Strange, Wall, 
White—14. 

Mr. Bayard moved to reconsider the vote on the 
additional section to the bill offered by Mr. Wright. 
The Chair decided that this was out of order. as 
Mr. B. was in the minority on that vote. Mr. 
Bayard then moved to recommit the bill with in- 
structions to strike out all that part of Mr. Wright’s 
amendment including and following the words ‘‘and 
under the direction of the president;” that is, all 
which had any direct reference to the president of 
the United States. Mr. Norve!l expressed the hope 
that the friends of that ainendment would agree 
thus to modify it. 
this would be the test question, and he therefore 
demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
Mr. Wright gave his assent to the motion, as the 
part of his amendment remaining would, he thought, 
comprehend all that he intended by the whole. 
Mr. Merrick, not being satisfied with the extent of 
the motion of Mr. Bayaed, said he should not feel 
committed to vote for the bill unless the whole 
aimendinent should be stricken out. Mr. Ruggles 
said, if all that Mr. Wright intended would be in- 

cluded in the remaining part of the amendment, 
then nothing wonld have been gained. He, there- 
fore, moved to strike out the whole amendment, 
Negatived: Ayes 10, noes not counted. Mr. Niles 
then moved to amend the instructions, by requiring 
that the whole of Mr. Wright’s amendment should 
be stricken out, anda substitute inserted, providing 
that on all single appropriations over $12,000, fifty 
per cent. only should be expended in 1838, and the 
remainder in 1839. (So modified, on suggestiuns 
from several senators.) , 

On motion of Mr. Allen, the instructions were 


further amended, by requiring that the $48,000 for 


Builalo, rejected lest night, should be inserted, 
(Mr. A. having obtained new light on the subject 
from a document which was read at his reqnest, and 
the contents of which Mr. Davis said he had stated 
yesterday three times over.) 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, moved to include the 
$20,000, rejected last night, for the Tennessee, 
above Nashville. Negatived: Aves 12, noes 19. 

_ The question was then put on Mr. Bayard’s mo- 
tion, modified as above, to recommit the bill with 
instructions, as above, and it was decided in the 
affirmative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Bayard, Buchanan. Clay, 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, 
H»bbard, King, Linn, Lyon, Merrick, Mouton, 
Niles, Norvell, Robbins, Sevier, Smith, of Conn., 
Smith, of Ind., Southard, Tallmadge, Tipton, Web- 
ster, Williams, Wright, Young—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Clay, of Ala., Cuthbert, 





Nicholas, Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, Strange, 
lrotter, Wall, Wbite—12. 

So the bill was recommitted, and, 

On inotion of Mr. Davis, the committee had leave 
to sit while the senate were in session. 

Mr. Davis subsequently reported the bill modified 
by the committee on commerce according to their 
instructions, 

On motion of Mr. Rives, the senate proceeded to 
consider the bill to extend the time for locating Vir- 
§inia military land warrants. 





_ The question being onan amendment from the 
committee, increasing the amount of land from 
200,000, acres to 300,000— 

The bill and amendment were discussed passim 
by Messrs. Clay, of Alabama, Allen, Rives. Hub 
bard, Buchanan, Benton, Preston, and Clay, of Ken- 
tucky. 

The amendment was rejected: Yeas 17, nays 2); 
and the bill was then ordered to a third reading. 

The senate then took a recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. Pierce, all the pension bills 
from the house which had been favorably reported 
on by the senate committees were taken up, con- 
sidered, and ordered to a third reading. 

A bill, unfavorably reported on, in behalf of the 
heirs of a captain Hunter, was taken up, and Mr. 
Crittenden, in advocating the bill, stated that, in the 
revolutionary war, being asked by his men the mean- 
ing of sine gua non, captain Hunter told them that 
it meant the three principal islands in Passamaquod- 
dy bay, which were rever to be given up. The 
bill notwithstanding, was given up, or rejected, on 
ordering it toa third reading: Yeas 16, nays 19. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the senate took up the 





the amendments as reported from comunittee, ac- 
cording to their instructions, striking out the sec- 
tion ofiered by Mr. Wright, to give discretion over 
the appropriations to the executive, and inserting in 
lieu thereof a provision that, if the public service 
should require it, only fifty per ceut. of each ap- 
propriation above $12,000 should be expended in 
1838, and the remaining half in 1839; also insert- 
ing $48,000 for a sea-wall, at Buffalo, New York. 


in this form, was ordered to a third reading, by the 
following vote: 


of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Fulton, Hubbard, 
Lyon, Merrick, Niles, Norvell, Robbins. Ruggles, 


Tipton, Wall, Webster, Williams, Wright, Young 
—24, 

NA YS—Messrs. Benton, Clay, of Alabama, Crit- 
tenden, King, Mouton, Nichots:, Pierce, Preston, 


Mr. Preston said he supposed | Roane, Strange, White—1}. 


The bill was subsequently read a third time, and 
passed. 


bill (yeas 16, nays 12) appropriating not more than 
$15,000 for the erection of a United States court 
house in Alexandria, D.C. Mr. Clay moved to re- 
duce the appropriation to $5,000 (rejected, and then 
to $10,000, (also rejected:) Ayes 13,noes17. The 
bill was then ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Merrick moved to take up the bill from the 
house for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton. 
Negatived. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the senate took up 
the bill from the house making appropriations for 


to the bill offered by the senate committee were 
agreed to. Mr. Wall offered a proposition to fol- 
low the appropriation of $40,000 for Fort Delaware, 
on Pea Patch island, in the Delaware river, author- 
izing the executive to qniet and secure the title of 
the United States to the soil, by purchase or inquest, 
as to him should appear best. A long and earnest 
discussion followed on the amendment. and on the 
subject generally, in which Messrs. Wall, Hubbard, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Bayard, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Southard, and Webster participated. Mr. Wall’s 
amendment was rejected by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, 
of Kentucky, Crittenden, Fulton, Merrick. Mon- 
ton, Rives, Robinson, Southard, Trotter, Wall, Wil- 
liams—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Clay, of Ala- 
bama, Clayton, Davis, Hubbard, King, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith, of Indiana, Strange, Tipton, White, Wright, 
—19. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved to strike out the 
appropriation, $40,000, for this object. Advocated 
by Mr. Southard, opposed by Messrs. Wall, Bucha- 
nan, and Webster, and carried in the affirmative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown. Clay, of Alabama, Crit- 
tenden, Hubbard, King, Lyon, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Indi- 
ana, Southard, Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, Trotter, 
White, Williams—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchan- 
an, Clayton, Davis, Fulton, Mouton, Niles, Rives, 
Robbins, Wall, Webster, Wright—14. 

After some further debate, in which several sena- 
tors declared their determination to vote against the 


bill on account of the rejection of the $40,000 for 





| Fort Delaware; the bill was reported to the senate. 


bill for the improvement of harbors and rivers, with | 


These amendinents were agreed to, and the bill, | 


YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, | 


Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, | 


On motionof Mr. Roane, the senate took up the 


fortifications for the year 1838. The amendments | 





| On the question of agreeing in the senate to the 
striking out, in committee of the whe le, the $40,000 
for Fort Delaware, it was decided in the negative b 

yeas 15, nays 19, so that the $40,000 was reinserted. 
| Mr. Wall again offered his amendment as above, 
‘and, after a long debate, it was again rejected: Yeas 


|8, nays 23; as was alsoasubstitute for it, offered by 
| Mr. Bayard. 
| The biil was then ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Benton, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported the bill referred to them making ap- 
_propriations forthe Military Academy at West Point 
‘for 1838, with various amendments, which were 
‘read and agreed to. On motion of Mr. Williams, 
(the bill was amended by an appropriation to indem- 
nify Mr. Baker and others, confined by the British 
authorities on account of the northeastern boundary. 
On motion of Mr. Davis, it was amended by adding 
'a section provided to supply the several states each 
with a standard balance. On motion of Mr. Rives, 
‘it was further amended by an appropriation of 
| $20,000 for new machinery for armory. 

On motion of Mr. Robbins, $1400 was inserted 
for a complete catalogue of the congress library. 
Varions other amendinents were offered and reject- 
ed. The bill was then ordered to a third reading. 
The zenate concurred in the amendments of the 
house to the bill to establish certain post routes and 
| discontinue others. 

i Also, in the amendments of the house to the bill 
to readmit the duties ou certain goods destroyed by 
fire in New York. 

The amendments of the house to the senate bill 
to authorize Charles Day and others to import iron 
steamboats free of duty, were amended by the sen- 
ate, then concurred in as amended, and the bili sent 
back to the house. 

The Chair presented a message from the president 
‘of the United States, with a report from the secre- 
tary of war, in relation to the Florida war, and a 
letter from general Jesup. Laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The various bills ordered to a third reading to- 
day were, by consent, severally read a third time, 
and passed, 

The bill from the house to provide for the settle- 
iment of the claims of New York for the services of 
i her militia on the northern frontier, was ordered to 
'a third reading, and, by consent, read a third time, 
iand passed. 
| Various additional private bills were ordered to a 
| third reading, and, by consent, read a third time, and 
| passed. 
| The bill making appropriations for certain roads 
in Florida, 
| And the bill to reorganize the legislative council 
‘of Florida, were severally considered, ordered toa 
‘third reading, and read a third time, and passed. 

The senate concurred in the amendments of the 
house to the bill making appropriations for light- 
‘houses, light-boats, beacons, buoys, surveys, &c. 
| for 1838. 

Also, in the amendments of the honse tothe bill 
making appropriations for the West Point Military 
Academy for 1838. And in their amendments to 
the bill to establish additional land offices in Lou- 
isiana and Arkansas. 

On motion of Mr. White, the amendments of the 
honse to the bill for the settlement of claims under 
the 14th article of the Choctaw treaty of 1830, were, 
with the bill, laid on the table. 

Also, the amendments and the bill to invest certain 
Indian funds in state stocks. 

The senate, after four o’clock in the morning, and 
having held a long executive session, adjourned till 
nine o’clock on Monday morning. 

July 9. On motion of Mr. Benton, the president 
of the United States was requested to communicate 
to the senate, at its next stated session, detailed 
statements of the per centage allowed to the vari- 
ous disbursing officers of the government for 1837, 
and of the other compensation allowed to the same 
persons for the same year. 

On motion of Mr. Pierce, leave was given to with- 
draw, for the purpose of presenting at the depart- 
ments, all the petitions and papers relating to the 
claims of the widows of revolutionary soldiers, who 
were married prior to 1794, and provided forina 
general law passed at the present session of con- 

ress. 

The senate then held an executive session. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, two members of a joint 
committee were authorized to be appointed by the 
chair, on the part of the senate, to wait on the pre- 
sident of the United States, and inform him that, 
unless he had other communications to make, cun- 
gress had now closed the business before them, and 
were ready to conclude the present session by an 
adjournment. 

Mr. Wright and Mr. Cuthbert were appointed by 
the chair on this committee. 
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On motion of Mr. Sevier, the following rule, re- 
ported by Mr. Bayard, from the select coinmittee | 
appointed on the subject, was taken up, and agreed | 
to: 

Rute 47. The following persons, and none others, 
shall be admitted on the floor of the senate: mem- 
bers of the house of represe.tatives, and their 
clerks; the secretary of state, the secretary of the 
treasury, the secretary of war, the secretary of the 
navy, the attorney general, and the postmas-er gen- 
eral; the private secretary of the president, chap- 
lains to congress, judges of the United States, fo- 
reign ministers,and their secretaries; officers who, by 
name, have received. or shall hereafter receive, the 
thanks of congress for their gallantry and good con- 
duct inthe service of their country, or who have 
received medals by a vote of congress; the governor 
for the time being of any state or territory of the 
union: the ex-governors of the several states; such 
gentlemen as have been heads of departments, or 
members of either branch of congress; persons 
who, for the time being, belong to the respective 
state and territorial legislatures, and persons be- 
longing to snch legislatures of foreign governments 
as are in amity with the United States; two report- 
ers, for each of the daily papers, and one reporter 
for each tri-weekly paper published in the city of 
Washington, whose naines shall be communicated 
in writing, by the editors of those papers, to the 
secretary of the senate, and who shall confine them- 
selves to the seats now provided for them. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, the thanks of the sen- 
ate were unanimously awarded to hon. William R. 
King for the fidelity and ability with which he bad 
peitormed the duties of his office as president pro 
tem. of the senate. 

A request was received from the house that the 
16th joint rule be so far suspended as to authorize 
the action of the senate on the joint resolution to 
print the Madison papers. The request was com- 
plied with, the joint resolution was received as 
amended by the house, and the senate concurred in 
the amendinent. 

Mr. Nicholas presented the proceedings of the 
banks in New Orleans; which were laid on the ta- 
ble; and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Wright, from the joint committee appointed | 
to wait on'the president of the United States, and 
inforin him that, if he had no further communica- 





tion to make, congress were now ready to adjourn, | 


reported that they had performed the duty assigned | 
them, and that the president had requested thein to | 


Resolved, That to the end of the present session, 
no member shall be allowed to speak more than fit- 
teen ininutes at one time, and uot more than once 
to the saine question, without leave of the house; 


|and it shall be the duty of the speaker of the house 


and the chairman of the committee to call the mem- 
ber to order who violates this rule. 

Objection being made, he moved the suspension 
of the rules. 

On this motion Mr. Garland, of La., demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. But. be- 
fore they were called, the resolution, on motion of 
Mr. Elmore, was laid on the table. 

Mr. Kilgore nade an effort to have one hour of 
this day assigned for the consideration of his reso- 
lution repealing the section of the law of 1816, 
containing a restriction in reference to banks issuing 
small notes. He modified his resolution so as to 
limit its operation to the Ist of March next; and 
then demanded the yeas and nays on a motion to 
suspend the rules. —. were ordered and taken, 
and resulted as follows: Yeas 105, nays 86. As it 
requires two-thirds of the house to suspend the 
rules, the rules were not suspended. Mr. Cushman 
inoved to suspend the rules to receive the reports 
of committees. Lost. The Speaker laid before 
the house a letter from the secretary of the treasu- 
ry, in answer to a resolution of the house of the 
25th instant, in relation to the kind of funds which 
were furnished pension agents in the state of Ar- 
kansas with which to pay the claims of pensioners, 
distinguishing between the amounts furnished in 
specie and bank notes, and, where bank notes were 
furnished, stating the different banks, as far as 
practicable, which issued the notes so furnished, 
and the amounton each bank. 

Several bills from the senate were read and re- 
ferred. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, a bill 
permitting vessels turned away from the blockaded 
ports of Mexico to land, under certain restrictions, 
their cargoes in ports of the United States free of 
duty, in case of re-exportation, received its third 
reading, and was passed. 

The engrossed bill, ‘*to increase the present 
military establishment of the United States, and 
for other purposes,”’ was read a third time; when 

Mr. Curter, of Tennessee, moved that it be re 
commilied, with instructions to strike out all the 
clauses of the bill proposing any increase in the 
number of officers, or increase of pay, and also the 
section for the raising of an additional regiment of 


say to the senate that he had no further cominuni- | infantry. 


cation to make, except to express respectfully to) 
the senate his wish for the safe return of the inein- | 
bers to their respective homes. 

‘he senate having been notified by the house 
that they were now ready to adjourn, Mr. Norvell, 
moved that the senate do now adjourn sINE DIE: 
whereupon, the president pro tem. Mr. King, made 
a brief, appropriate, and feeling farewell address; 
and then 

The senate adjourned sine die. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Saturday, June 30. Mr. Adams, who was en- 
titled to the floor, yielded it to Mr. Cushman, who 
made an effort to get a report considered from the 
committee on commerce, but without success. 

Mr. Potter wished to make a statement connect- 
ed with the subject before the house. Mr. Adains 
consenting, he stated that, from letters received 
from friends of his in the Pennsylvania legislature, 
he learned that a joint resolution, offered in that 
body, instructing their senators and requesting their 
representatives to oppose the annexation of Texas 
to the union, was agreed to in the senate by a vote 
of 22 to 6; but in the house was indefinitely post- 
poned, 41 10 38; the 41 being friends of the adimin- 
istration. : 

Mr. Adams then proceeded; first noticed this 
statement, (as an evidence of an overwhelming 
majority of the people of Pennsylvania bein 
against the annexation, and the expression of their 
will only checked by a strict party vote,) and then 
resumed and concluded his remarks on the right of 
woinen to petition congress. He next commented 
on the resolution he had offered, and took up the 
constitutional question of the right of congress to 
adinit a foreign state into the union. Some pretty 
brisk explanations passed between him and Mr. 
Campbell, of S. C., on the innocence and influence 
of slavery. ; 

Before Mr. A. had concluded his argument, the 
morning hor expired. 

The Speaker proclaimed the orders of the day. 
A struggle, as usual, coramenced as to getting dif- 
ferent subjects taken up. 

Mr. Noyes asked leave to offer the fallowing reso- 





lution: 


This motion gave rise to a desultory debate, the 
particulars of which may be given hereafter. 

Mr. Naylor rose and said that he had voted for 
the engrossment and third reading of the bill, last 
night, with great reluctance. He was then very 
much dissatisfied with it. He had voted for many 
amendments which had been rejected; and when. at 
last, he was compelled to vote under the force of 
the previous question, before it could be so amend- 
ed as to be satisfactory to him and the house, 
nothing but the deepest conviction that the situa- 
tion of the country required more troops at present 
could have induced him to cast the vote in its fa- 
vor. However, he then had voted under a misap- 
prehension, and was mistaken as to the meaning of 
the 15th section. He now considered the interpre- 
tation put upon that section by the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Whittlesey) as correct, and could not 
vote for the final passage of the bill unless the 


meaning of that section was made to conform to! 


the obvious intention of the house. He had ob- 
jections to inany of the details of the bill. And he 
believed that he hazarded nothing in saying that 
the bill was not entirely satisfactory to any member 
of the house. Such being the case, he thought 
that the application of the previous question was 
but an unwise mode of forcing legislation. He 
would therefore move that the vote of last night, 
by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time, be reconsidered. He thought this 


g the best method of getting at the question, so as to 


put the bill in a shape that would be more satis- 
me? to all. He concluded by moving to recon- 
sider. 

Pending the motion for reconsideration the hour 
of recess arrived, and the house took the usual re- 
cess till the afternoon. 

[The subject was not resumed in the afternoon, 
in consequence of the intervention of special or- 
ders. } 

EVENING SESSION. 

The house went into committee of the whole, in 
pursuance of the special order, (Mr. Owens in the 
chair,) and took up senate bills 175, 147, 237, and 
238, and house bills 832 and 854, being bills remit- 
ting duties on iron imported for the construction of 
steamboats by certain corporations and individuals. 

They were all reported to the house without 











—— 
amendment, excepting 854, to remit certain dutics 
upon iron imported for the construction of iron 
steamboats. 

The senate bill 147, to authorize Day & Butts ¢, 
import iron steamboats, being taken up, as report.< 
Mr. Cushman moved to lay the same on the table. 

Mr. Lyon, of Alabaina, begged that the motion 
might be withdrawn for one moment, as he wisheq 
to make an explanation in regard to an amendment 
offered at his instance by the chairman of the com. 
mitteeon commerce. The motion being withdrawn 
Mr. Lyon expressed a hope that the bill would not 
be opposed. He said that captain Fry, of Mobile 
a most enterprising and usetul ran, and one who 
had had much experience in steam navigation, pro. 
mete to attempt the navigation of the rivers in A}q. 

ama with an Iron steamboat. He wat disposed to 
make the experiment at his own risk and expense, 
and had only asked the government to remit the dy. 
ties on its importation. The attempt was one in 
which the country was much interested. He be. 
lieved the object of captain Fry was to test the util. 
ity of iron steamboats for summer navigation in the 
southern waters. It was well known to every gen. 
tleman acquainted with the southern rivers that, jn 
the summer, they were generally low, and difficult 
of navigation by ordinary steamboats. Accidents 
had often occurred, during low stages of the water, 
from snags and other impediments, to which iron 
steamboats would not be liable. Iron steamboats 
were uncerstood to be of less draught of water than 
such as we now had in use; and, if they could be 
successfully used, he had no doubt their introduc. 
tion would be of very great benefit to the country, 
The speedy transportation of the mail might be 
ensured if such boats were employed as could safe. 
ly navigate the southern rivers at low stages of the 
water. He said congress had remitted the duties on 
rail road iron, and he was surprised that an objec. 
tion should be raised to remitting the duties on an 
iron steamboat. He recollected to have noticed 
that the British government had promised much 
more ample aid to the company formed to navigate 
the Atlantic by steam-ships than was asked by cap- 
tain Fry and others, who proposed to import each 
an iron steatnboat. The Atlantic Steam Navigation 
Company had, he believed, a guaranty from their 
government that their experiment should not involve 
them in expense or loss. Inthe cases before the 
house, no ald or guaranty as to loss is asked of the 
government, although the experiment is one which, 
if successful, will be of much benefit to the coun- 
try, and perhaps save the loss of much property. 
It was simply asked that the duties on the importa- 
tion of the boats, and such implements as might be 
necessary to keep them in repair, should be remit- 
ted; and he repeated the hope that all opposition to 
the bill might be withdrawn. 

Mr. L. then renewed the motion to lay on the 
table, and the yeas and nays being ordered, this 
motion prevailed by the following vote: Yeas 82, 
navs 58. 

The hour for which this subject had been made 
the special order being expired, and another special 
order having been called for, 

Mr. Adams moved to suspend the rules for ano- 
ther hour; which motion was lost; and the house 
then, according to appointment, went into commit- 
tee of the whole on the bill to amend an act enti- 
tled ‘an act to authorize the state of Tennessee to 
issue grants and perfect titles to certain lands there- 
in described, and to settle the claims to the vacant 
and unappropriated lands within the same,”’ passed 
the 18th April, 1806. Mr. Shields moved that the 
bill be reported to the house. Mr. Williams, of 
North Carolina, hoped not, without discussion. 
Mr. Shields said that the bill had been a good while 
before the house. Several committees had reported 
in favor of it; and he*believed the house had become 
perfectly well acquainted with its merits. Still, if 
necessary, he would be er free to ineet any 
objections which might be brought against it. Mr. 
Williams, of North Carolina, objected, at some 
length, to the bill, as conveying a mere naked gilt 
to Tennessee, there being no obligation upon the 
governinent to make the required cession. 

Mr. Bell made some statements to show that the 
United States were indebted to the state of Tennes- 
see more than a willion of dollars for satisfying 
land warrants of North Carolina, &e. Mr. Wil- 
liams said that there were no such claims in the 
compact between Tennessee and the United States. 

Mr. Bell said «Not inthe bond?” Mr. Williams 


went on: He did not mean to use the argument of 


Shylock. He was opposed, in principle, to the bill, 
and should oppose it, as being unjust and inexpe- 
dient. 
Mr. Connor said a few words on the same side 
with his colleague, and in ely to the argument 0 
Mr. Bell, as to the indebtedness of the United 
States to Tennessee. He offered an amendment ! 
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the bill, of which the reporter regrets he has not 
been able to ubtain any idea of either the letter or 
the substance. : 

Mr. Shields went into a general defence of the 
bili, against the objections of Mr. Willams. Mr. 
C. H. Williams followed on the same side. Mr. 
Montgomery was Opposed to the bill, and Mr. 
Crockelt supported it. 

And the debate was continued by Messrs. Carter, 
Wiliiams, of N. C., Tillinghast, (who was of opin- 
ion that the land in question, if ceded at all, ought 
to be returned back again as of no value, but asa 

ift,) and Mr. Rencher. Mr. Wiliams, of North 
Barolina, then moved to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill. Lost. Mr. McKennan moved 
that the comunittee rise, and report the bill; which 
motion prevailed. 

The bill having been reported to the house, and 
the question recurring upon its engrossinent, Mr. 
C. Shepard, of North Carolina, nade some remarks 
against the bill, Mr. C. H. Williams demanded 
the previous question; but withdrew it, by request 
of several members. Mr. Stanly moved to lay the 
bill on the table. Lost. Mr. Robertson moved a 
call of the house. Lost. Mr. Campbell, of Ten- 
nessee, nade some remarks in support of the bill, 
and in reply to Mr. Shepard. Mr. Yell moved the 
the previous question. Mr. Duwson moved that 
the house adjourn: Ayes 58, noes 79. 

So the house refused to adjourn. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

On ordering the bill to be engrussed and read a 
third time, Mr. Wiliams, of North Carolina, de- 
manded the yeas and nays: which were ordered; 
and the motion for the engrossinent and third read- 
ing was rejecled by a vote of 51 yeas to 91 nays. 

Mr. Martin, of Alabama, gave notice that. on 
Monday next, he should move a reconsideration of 
that vote. 

On motion of Mr. Griffin, the house adjourned. 

Monday, July 2. Mr. Martin, of Alabatna, rose 
to make the notion he had intimated on Saturday, 
to reconsider the bill rejected on Saturday entitled 
«An act to authorize the state of Tennessee to issue 
grants and perfect titles to certain lands therein de- 
scribed, and to settle the claims to the vacant and 
unappropriated lands within the same,”’ passed the 
18ih April, 1806. 

Mr. Adams hoped the reconsideration would not 
be granted. The bill had been rejected by a large 
vote—about two to one. 
that it was not the intention of the friends of the 
bill to press the motion at this session. The motion 
to reconsider was entered, and the conversation 
dropped. 

The Chair being about to call the states for the 
purpose of receiving petitions, Mr. Whittlesey sug- 
gested that the call should be omitted, and that 
each me:nber who has petitions in his possession 
may lay them on the table to take their place on 
the journal. 

Objection being made, the rules were suspended, 
on motion of Mr. Boon, and the order suggested 
was adopted. 

Mr. Cumbreleng moved that the committee be 
called for reports. The Speaker announced that 
the regularorder would be, if this motion prevailed, 
to take up the report of the committee on foreign 
affairs, now under consideration. Mr. Adams, who 
Was entitled to the floor, under this order, express- 
ed his willingness to yield it for the purpose sug- 
gested by Mr. Cambreleng. 

Reports were then read of committees, among 
which were the following : 

Mr. Caumbreleng, from the committee of ways 
and means, reported a bill to provide for the in- 
vestnent of money received under the will of the 
late James Smithson, of London. 

Mr. Cushman, trom the committee on commerce, 
reported a bill making appropriations for building 
light-houses, light-boats, beacon-lights, buoys, and 
making surveys for the year 1838. 

Mr. Bouldin, from the committee for the District 
of Coluinbia, made a report upon the subject of re- 
moving the market east of the capitol grounds, in 
the city of Washington, and concluded with a reso- 
lution that the said market ought to be removed, 
and at the proper cost and charge of the city of 
Washington ; which resolution was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Petrikin, 

Resolved, That the committee of the whole house 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
Senate bill No. 33, entitled ‘+A bill relating to the re- 
straining the circulation of small notes asa curren- 
cy in the District of Columbia.” 

_ Mr. Underwood, from the committee on revolu- 
tionary claims, reported against the cases of the de- 
Scendants of the W oming sufferers in the revolu- 
tionary war. Mr. Potter, from the same committee 
reported against the petition of Philip Crapo. Mr. 


Mr. Shields explained | 








Everett, from the committee on Indian affairs, re- 
ported a bill to repeal, in part, the second section 
of an act entitled ** An act to provide for the or- 
ganization of the department of Indian afiairs ;” 
which bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time to-day. 

Mr. Harlan, for the committee on private land 
claims, reported senate bijl Nu. 68 to settle contest- 
ed claims that have arisen under the pre-emption 
laws. 
Gurdon 8S. Hubbard, assignee of Jacques and Louis 
Veaux, with a recommendation that they do not 
pass. Cormmitted to a coinmittee of the whole house. 

Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, from the same com- 
mittee, reported, without amendment, the senate 
bill for the reliefof Juan Belgar, and the senate bill 
to transfer to the citizens of the parish of Louisiana 
the interest of the United States to a certain tract 
of land, with amendments. Also, against the case 
of James Nevils and Luther Gleason and others. 

Mr. Everett, from the committee on Indian affairs, 


Also, senate bill No. 299 for the relief of 


whether they should be introduced generaily or 
;hot. Many supposed that steam vessels would 
| prove to be, in no short time, the best batteries for 
|the protection of the coast. The country wanted 
| information upon the subject. Builders, and others 
interested, were anxious to know whether the 
Fulton was a failure or not; and desired to be in- 
formed of the manner of her construction, and of 
her merits and defects. He (Mr. N.) had received 
letters from gentlemen in all parts of the country, 
desiring bim to transmit them these reports. But 
ihe had none to forward. He hoped, as this was a 
' matter of national importance, and as there was a 
| necessity that pubiic attention should be drawn to it, 
the objection would be withdrawn. Mr. Crary 
persisted in his objection. Mr. Russell, from the 
select committee appcinted on the subject, reported 
_a bill to ainend the several acts establishing an uni- 
forin rule of naturalization. Mr. Toucey, from the 
committee on the judiciary, reported a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Abiel Wood. 





reported a bill in relation to moneys received forthe | Mr. Buon asked leave to move that the rules of 


use of Indians or Indian tribes. 

Mr. McKay, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported against the petition of the magistrates 
of Duvall county, in Florida, for damages to the 
court-house by United States troops. 

Mr. Ewing moved the following : 

Resolved, That bills granting pensions to the 
brave men who reclaimed our western posts and 
protected our frontier under St. Clair, Wayne, and 
other commanders, up to the treaty of Greenville, in 
1794—’5 ; 


pensions to widows of revolutionary soldiers in 
certain cases, be made the order of the day after the 
hour of twelve o’clock on Thursday, 5th instant. 

This motion was negatived by the house. 

On motion of Mr. Lincoln, 

Resolved, That in the new arrangement of the 
hall, ordered by the house, the members of the 


house shall be entitled, as far as may be, during the 
present congress, to the same relative positions to 


the chair which they now occupy, and that the 
clerk assign the seats accordingly. 

Mr. Southgate, from the select committee on the 
case of the heirs of Daniel Boon, reported a bill for 
the benefit of the heirs of Col. Daniel Boone, de- 


ceased. 


The select committee on the memorials referred 


to them against the importation of foreign paupers, | was in favor of recommitment. 
i had leave to report by bill, and reported a bill to 
prevent the deportation of paupers from foreign 


conntries into the United States. 

The bill having been twice read, Mr. Beatty said 
that he was ina minority on that committee, and 
disagreed, with the majority in the principles con- 
tained in the bill. He hoped the bill and report 
would not be printed until the minority had an op- 
portunity to express their views. Mr. Rhett said 
that he was also inthe minority. He thought the 
bill ought to be called a bill to prevent immigration 
entirely. 
table till next session, that the minority might have 
time to express their views. Mr. Hamer thought 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Beatty) | Connor, Crary, 
could bring in a counter report in a few days, and | 


Mr. Reed 
had never heard such a request as this made before 


in the mean time the bill ought to lie. 


on that floor. He hoped it would not be granted. 
It was entirely irregular and unprecedented. Mr. 
Garland. of Louisiana, reininded the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania that the proposition was not to 
print extra, but only the usual number. Mr. Lin- 
cola made a few remarks in reply to the arguinent 
of Mr. Rhett that the bill went to prevent immigra- 
tion entirely. Mr. Hoffman expressed the interest 
his immediate constituents had in this question, and 
hoped the bill would be referred as moved, and that 
the report and bill might be printed. After a few 
peiparks in favor of the pending motion to refer and 
to print, from Mr. Russell, Mr. Cushman demanded 
the previous question; which being ordered, 


The motion to refer the bill to the committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, and that the 


bill, with the report, be printed, prevailed. 


Mr. Naylor asked leave to offer the following 
resolution ; which was read for the information of 


the house: 


Resolved, That three thousand extra copies of the 
report of the secretary of the navy, transmitting in- 
formation in compliance with the resolution of this 
house of the 28th of May last, relative to the con- 


struction of the steam frigate Fulton, be printed. 


Mr. Crary objected to the reception of the reso- 


Intion. 


allowing pensions for three months’ 
service in the war of the revolution. and allowing 


He hoped that the bill might lie on the 


‘the honse, appropriating an hour each day for the 
reception of the reports and resolutions, be suspend- 
ed for the rest of the session. Mr. Potts objecting, 
Mr. Boon moved that the rules be suspended to 
enable him to olfer this motion. Lost, 101 to 54; 
| not two-thirds. 

The army bill was again taken up; pending the 
motions, 

Ist. To recousider the vote on engrossment. 

2d. To recommit the bill, with instructions. 

Mr. Thompson expressed himself opposed to so 
much of the bill as went to add the topographiral 
corps. But, as to the pay of officers, he thought 
some increase was necessary. It was shamefully 
inadequate as at present provided. He was in 
favor of the proposed extra rations for every five 
years. He passed aeulogy on the branch of the 
service intended to be aided by this provision. He 
was in hopes that the bill might be recommitted, or 
reconsidered, and made as perf»ct as possible, and 
then passed (he was willing to say, without debate) 
by the house. Mr. Mercer made afew remarks, 
the tenor of which was entirely lost, by reason of 
the position assumed by that gentleman, his back 
being turned tu the reporter. Mr. Johnson, of 
Louisiana, was in favor of the proposed increase of 
the engineer corps, and saa some statements 
tending to show its necessity. Mr. Mason, of Ohio, 
He hoped the bill 
would undergo a thorough revision before it should 
be finally acted on. Mr. McKay defended the bill 
as reported, at some length. Mr. Grant moved the 
previous question, (on reconsidering. )—Ayes 101, 
noes gave itup. So there was a second: and the 
main question (will the house reconsider?) was or- 
dered to be put. Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, asked 
for the yeas and nays on the main question. Or- 
dered. And the house refused to reconsider by the 
following vote: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Atherton, 
Aycrigg, Beirne, Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, 


a 











Dr? 


Buchanan, Bynum, Wm. B. Calhoun, Wm. B. 
Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Coles, 
Cushman, Darlington, Davies, 
Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Everett, Fillmore, Rice 
Garland, Goode, J. Graham, Wm. Graham, Griffin, 
Hamer, Harlan, Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, 
Herod, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J. W. Jones, Ken- 
nedy, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Logan. Lyon, 
Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKen- 
nan, Mercer, Milligan, Montgomery, Naylor, Ogle, 
Patterson, Peck, Petrikin, Pope, Potts, S. S. Pren- 
tiss, Rariden, Randolph. Reily, Rencher, Ridgway, 
Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sheffer, t 
Shepard, Shields, Slade, Southgate, Stanley, Stone, 
Stratton, Taliaferro, Thomas, Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Underwood, Vanderveer, Wagener, J. White, 
E. Whittlesey, L. Williams, S. Williams, J. W. 
Williams, C. H. Williams, Word—94. 
NAYS.—Messrs. J. W. Alien, Anderson, Banks, 
Beatty, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Broadhead, Bron- 
son, Cambreleng, Casey, Chaney, Clark, Cleveland, 
Crockett, Cushing, Davee, Deberry, DeGraff, 
Dromgoole, Edwards, Evans, Farrington, Fairfield, 
Richard Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, Foster, Fry, 
Gallup, James Garland, Glaseock, Grantland, 
Grant, Gray, Grennell, Haley, Hammond. Harri- 
son, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hubley, William H. 
Hunter, H. Johnson, J. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Kilgore, Legare, Lincoln, Mallory, 
J. M. Mason, Martin, McKay, R. McClellan, A. 
McClellan, McClure, Miller, Moore, C. Morris, 
Murray, Noble, Noyes, Owens, Palmer, Parker, 
Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pennybacker, Phelps, 











Mr. Naylor said he hoped the gentleman would | Pickens, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, J. H. Prentiss, 


withdraw his objection. 
sepre one. 

y introducing into her navy steam vessels of war 
steain batteries. 


This report was an im- 
The natiun had made an experiment, 


The question would soon be, 


Richardson, Rives, Robinson, Sergeant, Snyder, 
Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, Titus, Toland, Vowns, 
,| Turney, Vail, Webster, Weeks, A. S. White, T. 
|'T, Whittles-y, Vell—95. 
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The question recurring on the motion to recor: 
pil, wiiu instructions, as moved by Mr. Carter, of 
Teuicssee, Mr. Bronson moved the previous ques- 
tion, (shail the bill pass?) 

On seconding this motion the vote stood, Ayes 
83, noes 51. So there was a second. 

Oa the question (shall the main question be now 
put?) 

Mr. Rencher demanded the yeas and nays. Or- 
dered; and the house decided that the main question 
be now put, as follows: Yeas 101, nays 76. 

Aud on the fiual passage of the bill, the vote was 
as loliows: 

YtAS—Messrs. J. W. Allen, Anderson, An- 
drews, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Biddle, 
Birdsall, Borden, Brodhead, Bronson, John Cal- 
hoon, Caimbreleng, Casey, Cbaney, Chapman, 
Clark, Cieveland, Coles, Craig, Cushing, Dawson, 
Davee, Deberry, DeGraif, Dromgoole, Edwards, 
Eluore, Evans, Farrington, Fairfield, R. Fleteh- 
er, Foster, Fry, Gallup, J. Garland, Glascock, 
Grantland, Giant, Gray, Grennell, Haley, Hain- 
moud, Hainer, Harrison, Haynes, Holsey, Hoit, 
Hubdiey, W. H. Hunter, T. B. Jackson, H. Johnson, 
J. Jonuson, N. Jones, Kei:n, Keimble, Kennedy, 
Kilgore, Legare, Lincoln, Logan, Lyon, Mallory, 
J. Vl. Mason, Martin, McKay, R. MeClellan, A. 
MecCivlian, McClure, Miiler, Moore, S. W. Mor- 
ris, Noble, Noyes, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmen- 
ter, Parris, Paynter, Phelps, Phillips, Plumer, 
John YW. Pre:tiss, 8.8. Prentiss, Rhett, Richardson, 
Rives, Robinson, Shichds, Sheplor, Sibley, Snyder, 
Southgate, Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, Titus, Toland, 
Towus, Puraey, Vail, Webster, Weeks, Albert S, 
Waite, J. White, T. tf. Whittlesey, Jared W. Wil- 
liains, Joseph L. Williams, Yell—112. 

NA Yo—AMessrs. Adains, Alexander, Heman Al- 
len, Atherton, Aycrigg, Beli, Bond, Briggs, Bu- 


chanan, Willian B. Calhonn, W. B. Campbell, J. | of Mobile; and also, a report from captain Chase to | 


Camupbeil, Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Connor, 
Crockett, Crshiman, Darlington, Dennis, Dunn, 
Everett, Ewing, Isaac Fieteber, Filluiore, R. Gar- 
land, Gvode, J. Grahiain, W. Graham, Griffin, Har- 
lan, Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Herod, J. 
W. Jones, Marvin, 8. Mason, Maury, Maxwell, 
McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Montgomery, Cal- 
vary Morris, Murray, Naylor, Ogle, Patterson, 
Peck, Petrikin, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reily, Reneher, Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, 
Sawyer, Sergeant, Shelfer, C. Shepard, Slade, 
Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Thomas, Thoimpson, Til- 
linghast, Underwood, Vanderveer, Elisha Whittley - 
sey, Lewis Williains, Sherrod Williams, C. H. Wil- 
liains, Word, Yorke—S80. 

So the bill was passed, and returned to the senate 
for concurrence in the amendments. 

Mr. Rice Garland woved toamend the title, which 
originally read as follows: “An act to increase the 
present iwilitary establishment of the United States, 
and for other purposes,”’ by inserting after the word 
“states,’’ the following, “the pay of officers aid 
privates, and the pa‘ronage of the executive.” And 
on this he asked the yeas and nays. Ordered. Mr, 

FHascock demanded the previous question. Second- 

ed, ordered, and carried. So the title was adopted, 
as originally reported; and the bill went to the 
senate. 

Several bills from the senate were read twice, and 
appropriately referred. 


On motion of Mr. Sergeant, the house went into; conveniently approach the city of Mobile. They 


coinmittee of the whole on the state of the union. 
Mr. Alison, of Virginia, was called to the chair. 
Mr. Sergeant moved to take up bill 394, being the 
bill to provide for certain harbors, &e., which mo- 
tion prevailed; and the bill was about to be read, 
when Mr. Goode asked if it would be in order to 
move, at that time, that the new harbor bill be ta- 
ken up and considered at the same time with the 
bill already taken up. The Chairman responded in 
the negative; and the bill was read. Mr. Sergeant 
said that there were sundry amendments from the 
comimitiee of ways and means, which he hoped 
members would permit him to offer first, so as to 
complete the bill as intended to be presented by the 
committee of ways and mears. Mr. Mercer said 
that this was a new proposition. The bill should 
be read clause by clause, and the amendments ofter- 
ed afterwards. Mr. Sergeant withdrew his propo- 
sition, and the bill was read clause by clause. 

The first clause upon which any debate arose, 
was making an appropriation of $69,733 59 for the 
carrying on of certain works in the harbor of Mich- 
isan city, Ia. Mr. White otfered an amendment, 
the object of which was to modify somewhat the 
plan prescribed by a former act of congress for the 
carrying on of this work. Mr. Cambreleng (after 
Mr. W. had stated the necessity of the proposed 
amendinent) conceded that the object of the gentle- 
man was a good one, but that it was not then com- 
petent to make the motion he had done. The 
ainendment was rejected. 


‘clause was adopted by the committee. 








| 


P 


| ing been read, Mr. Lyon said he could imagine no! 


| 


} 


} 
| 
| 


Mr. Underwood observed that the act of the last: 
cougress appropriated $30,000, and wade some in- 
quiries (which Mr. White answered) as to the ne- 
cessity of this additional $60,000, and then the 


The next clause which was taken into considera- 
tion was, ‘for the continuing of the works at the | 
harbor near the mouth of the river Raisin, Michi- 
gan, $15,000.” 

Mr. Crary moved to amend this clause by strik- | 
ing out $15,000,” and inserting “$31,462 37.” 
Pending this motion, the hour arrived tor the house | 
to take its usual recess. | 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. Lyon offered an ameudment appropriating | 
fifty thousand dollars for the continuation of the iin- 
provements commenced at Dogriver bar and Chah- 
law pass, in the bay of Mobile. 

Mr. Lyon addressed the committee at some length | 
in favor of the amendment, and said he felt much! 
regret that the coinmittee of ways and means had 
omitted to recommend an appropriation for the con- 
tinuance of the work referred to in bis amendment. | 
Congress had, at the last session, determined to) 
make an improvement in the navigation of the bay | 
of mobile, by deepening the channel across Dog 
river bar and at Chalifaw pass, and had appropriated | 
$50,000 towards the completion of the work. The | 
engineer, upon whose report the appropriation was 
made, had estimated the entire cost of the work at) 
$150,000. The sui heretofore appropriated would, | 
ashe had been informed by a letter from an intel-| 
ligent friend, have been exansted by the first of 
Aucust, and he was not willing the work should be | 
arrested for want of funds. He desired that the 
clerk might read the report of the engineer. eap- 
tain Chase, upon which the improvement was com. | 
menced; a memorial from the chamber of commerce | 








the engineer department, recommending an appro- 
riation for the present year. ‘Thege papers hav- | 





possible ground upon which the appropriation | 
could be refused. The work had been commenc- | 
ed by authority of congress, and, if not prosecu- | 
ted to a successful termination, the amount al-| 


——$—_—_—_—— 
appropriation would be exhausted by the 
wouth, would induce the house to act upon 
question of making a further appropriation joy 
‘The report to the engineer departinent, a COPY of 
which had been read, would show that the atiount 
proposed by his amendment was necessary fo; the 
present year. 

Mr. L. said he had brought the subject of thi, 
appropriation with the facts connected with it, to 
the notice of a meniber of the committee of \ ays 
aud means, (Mr. McKim,) who had charge of ti, 
bill, and whose untortunate death had no doubt 
been the cause of the ease being overlooked by t),. 
committee in their report. He appealed 10 the 
chairman of the committee to say whether the case 
had not as much merit as any other improvemeyt 
embraced in the bill. He repeated that his amey,g. 
ment did not propose a new work of improvetient 
but simply provided an appropriation for one alrea. 
dy authorized by law and iu progress. He said he 
would also appeal to the gentieman from Pennsy}. 
vania, (Mr. Sergeant,) who reported the bill, and 
had charge of it as a metmber of the committee of 
ways and means; to say whether any objection 
could be urged against bis amendment which: did 
not apply to every ether case provided for in the 
bill, All the appropriations embraced in the bij] 
applied to works already commenced. The im. 
provement in Mobile bay had been ccmmenced, 
and had as much merit and as strong clvius to at. 
tention this session as any other case. He hoped 
he would not be told that the amount necessary to 
coutinue the improvement at Mobile could not be 
obtained now, because the claim was not sanetion. 
ed and recommended by the committee of ways 
and means. He regretted he had not the aid of 
their recornmendation, but the failure of the com- 
mittee to provide for the continuation of the work 
referred to had not been his fault. He said his con. 
stituents had, within the last three or four years, 
paid inte the public treasury a very large amount of 
revenue, They had asked a stuall amount to be 
expended in a work which the governinent was in- 
terested in constructing, and which was of munch 
iuiportance to all persons engaged in commerce, 
He did not suppose for a moment that the appro- 


lhe 


o! . . . 
ready expended would have been thrown away. If) priation would be refused. 


prosecution of the work was delayed for want of 
funds, injary and loss would result to the govern-| 
ment and to those interested in its completion. It! 
would be seen that captain Chase, whose character | 
for intelligence and for skill and experience in his| 
| profession was well known, had expressed the | 
opinion that the improvement, when completed, | 
would be permanent. [tis stated in his report that | 
the depth of water on Dog river bar does not ex- | 
reed 9 1-2 feet; that the bar is composed of river al- | 


| 
| 
Frade and has not chanzed its character for the} 


last twenty vears. The improvement recommend. | 
ed, ard which has been commenced under the ap- | 
propriation of the last session, is to deepen the | 
channel across the bar so as to secure 12 feet of) 
water. Mr. LL. said it was not necessary for hiin to 
say that the governinent and its constituents were 
deeply interested in this tnprovement. Vessels 
drawing from 17 to 20 feet of water couldenter the | 
bay of Mobile, but, owing to the obstructions de. 
scribed in the report from the engineer departinent, 
i vessels drawing over 9 1-2 feet water could not 





were compelled to remain at anchor at from ten to 
twenty-five miles below the city, and discharge 
their cargoes, and reload with the aid of lighiers, at 
much expense and inconvenience, This expense 
and inconvenience was a matter of some conse- 
quence to persons interested and concerned in the 
trade and commerce of Mobile. The amount of 
money asked of the government to defray the ¢x- 


Mobile was sinall when compared with the benefits | 
‘expected from the work. Upwards of 300,000 
bales of cotton had been shipped from Mobile 
during the past winter and spring. With this large 
exportation of cotton, and a corresponding import 
trade, the city and the country interested in its 


countenance from the government. 

Mr. L. trusted that the mere omission of the com- 
mittee of ways and means to recommend the ap- 
| propriation would not be considered a_ sufficient 


pense of improving the navigation of the bay of| 


trade and commerce had a right to expect some | 


Mr. Camoreleng warmly opposed the amendment, 
and went into a general course of remarks on the 
boundless extravagance of congress in voting 
inoney for works cf internalimprovement. If gen- 
tlemen proceeded as they were now going on, one 
hundred millions of dollars would not be enouch 
for completing the werks proposed. He adverted 
to the rise of this policy in the Jatter part of Mr. 
Adams’ administration, aid lectured gentlemen on 
both sides of the house for their importanities to 
the chief of the topographieal bureau for more sur- 
veys, and for the extension of those already begun. 
Gentlemen might go on offering amendments in 
committee; but when this bill shonld come into the 
house he should call for the yeas and nays on every 
individual ilem, and the bill should be made a test 
of principle. He severely reproached those friends 
of the administration who, at a time hke this, 
when the treasury was represented as bankrupt, 
and the government was daily taunted én its extra- 
vagant expenditures, were demanding appropria- 
tions on appropriations for works of internal im- 
provement. He was very indignant that in this 
one bill there should be a million and a half of dol- 
lars devoted to the improvement of rivers and har- 
bors on the lakes. If the committee of ways and 
means had had the requisite time to examine the 
various items, this never would have happened, 
but, being obliged to report these bills within thirty 
days from the opening of the session, it had been 
impracticable. 

Mr. Palmer, of New York, spoke for some time, 
but his back being to the reporters, what he sai 
was not heard, por can they tell on which side 0! 
the question he spoke. Mr. Adams said he had 
been exceedingly edified by the lecture delivered 
by the chairman of the committee of ‘ways and 
means, and the castigation he had administered {0 
ventlemen ef both parties for being willing to vole 
money for works of internal improvement for the 
good of the nation. The gentlemen had reminded 
the house that at the beginning of Mr. A.’s admit- 
istration there had been no such appropriations. 





cause for its rejection. That committee had not 
decided against it. They had omitted, from some 
cause,to act upon the question at all; and if the 
law already passed, authorizing the improvement, 
was to be carried into effect, no argument cuuld be 
urged against his amendment which would not ap- 
ply with equal force to every other appropriation 
proposed by the bill. No one denied the impor- 








‘ Sioa ital 
A a, eb 


| Mr. A. was sorry forit. Mr. Cambreleng here ex 
| plained. His object had not been to criminate the 
| gentleman from Massachusetts. Neither his not 
‘any other administration was answerable for this 
_system of expenditure. It had had its birth in the 
house of representatives, and they alone were a2 
'swerable for it. 

| Mr. 4dams did not thank the gentleman for S° 


tance and necessity of the work; all knew it had | excusing him; the more of this blame he laid at the 
been commenced under the authority of law; and| door, the better. 


}he hoped the evidence he had adduced, that the last| which had ever been voted for works of this d& 


Not a dollar of the whole amount 
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scr prion woul i Ms : a 
Aad as for the gi atleman’s CasUgzation, Mr. A ad 
endur d belore now perhaps even greater calamities 
than that. But there was one question which, 
whether by right or by courtesy he could not tell, 
for it seetued that members how had no right to 
ut questions to the heads of committees, he de- 
sired to put to the honorable chairman, There was 
a rumor current about the house that that gentle- 
man was likely to favor the house, before its ad- 
journwnent, with another treasury note bill; he 
wished to know if such wasor was not the case. 

Mr. Cambreleng replied, that if the honorable 
gentleman expected another treasury note bill, it 
must be from those who voted in favor of the bill 
now before the house; he would certainly get none 
from the comiittee of ways and means. 

Mr. Adams was happy to hear that no such bill 
was to be’ reported from that committee; he felt 
very sure that the friends of the harbor bill would 
bring none forward, Mr. A. then went into some 
reinarks in support of the bill; which he maintain- 
ed as an economical, and not an extravagant inea- 
sure. The einpire state, he believed, was pretty 
liberally treated in the bill. True,there was noth- 
ing for the gentleinan’s own city; but there were 
provisions for the harbors on the lakes. Perhaps 
the wrath manifested by the honorable chairman | 
might originate from soine resentment against the | 
good people of the state of New York for certain re- 
cent manifestations of opinion, and this might in- | 
duce hii so vehemently to oppose the bill. But) 
while the gentleman was so zealons, this afternoon, | 
in behalf of economy, when this harbor bill was up, | 


where had been his economy this morning, when | 
he voted to impose a perinanent tax of a million 
and a half of dollars for the increase of the standing | 
ariny? | 

Mr. A. here went at considerable length into a| 
statement of his odjections to that bill, until he was | 
reminded by Mr. Chainbers that the army bill had | 
passed, and that it was the harbor bill which was | 
now belore the house. 

Mr. Cambreleng vindicated his own course in vo. 
ting for the ariny bill as being a measure of econo- | 
my on the widest scale. Had that bill not passed, | 
the defence of the frontiers would have cost, in- | 
stead of one and a half millions, four or five mil- | 
lions. The bill would save the country three mil- | 
lion annually, now and forever. The services of 
militia cost the government five times «s much as | 
those of regulars. Mr. 4dams replied, and warmly | 
defended the policy of employing militia, rather! 
than mercenaries, even at ten times the expense; | 
especially where the object was to keep down our | 
own people. Mr. A. spoke with much feeling | 
avainst pointing bayonets at the breasts of our own 
people, and hiuted that if paid soldiers were so em- 
ployed on our northern frontier it was doubtful 
whether the purpose would be accomplished. 

He went on at great length into the subject, un- 
til Mr. Grennell appealed to the chair to say whe- 
ther the remarks of his colleague were strictly in 
order. The Chair said they had been permitted, 
thus far, as a reply to Mr. Cambreleng, but were | 
not strictly in order. 

Atter some further remarks of Mr. Adams, in 
which he closed with expressing a hope that the | 
threats of the chairman of the coiwnmittee of ways | 
and means would deter no member from the inde- | 








pendent exercise ot his rights. 

Mr. Foster signified his surprise at the attack of | 
the chairman on the bill his committee had report- | 
ed tothe house. Itavas, however, a subject of con- 
gratulation that a majority of that committee did 
hot agree in sentiment with their chairman. 

Mr. Cambreleng said his colleague was entirely 
mistaken, A majority of the committee did agree 
With him fully. Mr. Foster said, this made the mat- 
ter still more extraordinary. Whence came the 
bill? How did it get into the house? Was it re- 
ported by a committee, the majority of whom 
thought it. xtravagant and dangerons, and calcula- 
ted to injure the government, and bankrupt the 
treasury?) No report from a minority expressed 
dissent; not a word had been said that would lead 
fo such an idea. The bill had been regularly re- 
ported, months ago ; and now, on its passage, came 
the declaration that a majority of the committee 
Were opposed to it! If so, why did they report it? 

€ hoped the yeas and nays would be called. He 
Was ready to meet them, and to go to the common- 
Sense of the people of his own state. Mr. F. made 
some strong remarks on the fact that the opposition 
9 works for the protection of commerce should 
Come from the representative of the commercial 
emporium of the state and of the union. He wish- 
ed his colleague would look, for once, beyond the 
Overslaugh, and remember the weighty interests 
embarked on the western waters and rivers of his 








own state. He was willing his own vote for, and 








A. wish back in the treasury. | his colleagne’s against, the bill should be laid before 


the people of New York. | 

Mr. Lyon made some further remarks on the | 
amendment he had otfered, which he feared was 
likely to be forgotten in a general contest on the 
policy of the bill. Mr. Sergecn!, though approving 
the object of the amend:nent, observed that no re- 
port froin the department had been received, nor 
estimate submitted. Mr. 8S. exonerated himself, as 
a metmber of the committee of ways and means, 
from all share in the fact of its having been report- | 
ed, while a majority of the committee were against 
the bill and the policy on which it was founded. 
He had not been present at the time; and, bad he 
entertained the remotest idea that such was the fact, | 
he never would have consented to take charge of 
the bill; which, at any rate, he had only done in, 
consequence of the death of Mr. McKun, who had | 
had it in charge originally. Mr S. spoke with) 
warmth against the assumption of authority by the | 
committee of ways and means to tell the honse | 
that works of improvement ordered by both houses, 





and ordained by law, should not be carried on, | 


That was not its province. It was to report on 

the means of fulfilling the law, not condemning | 
the law as ruinous, and extravagant, and profligate. | 
They had no authority to say that an act of congress | 
should be repealed, or should become a dead letter. 


The chairman might be ever so mech opposed to 


measures of this kind, but congress had made them 


law in spite of his opposition ; and now, as enjoying | 


Mr. Naylor wished to make a motion that 3,000 
extra copies of th. report respecting the coustruc- 
tion of the frigate Fulton be printed. Leave retu- 
sed. Mr. Keim inquired whether the seléet com- 
mittee on a national foundry expected to report this 
session? To which inquiry Mr. Parker replied in 
the negative. Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, had a 
correction made in the journal. 

Mr. Goode made an etiort to get the committee 
of the whole discharged trom the house bill No. 
592, to enable the United States to bring into mar- 


ket the alternate sections of land granted for aidirg 


the Erie and Wabash canal. 

But objection was made, ane longer time was 
refused, at the suggestion of Mr. Howard, that Mr. 
Adams be permitted to proceed, else there might be 
no time or opportunity for a reply to his argument. 

Mr. Adams then resumed the floor, and proceed- 
ed in his constitutional argument against the admis- 
sion of Texas into the Union. He continued to 
speak until after the expiration of the morning 


| hour, without concluding. 


Several senate bills were read and referred. 
A bill to establish a pension agency at Decatur, 
Alabama, was read a third time and passed. 


| The bill from the senate to repeal the deposite 


act of 1836 having been read, Mr. Cambreleng de- 
livered a speech in its favor, contending that the 
law of 1836 was in its operation a nullity, and that 
the true issue was between this bill and a bank of 
the United States. Mr. Menefee, Mr. Legare, and 


{ 
* . - . . . ' ye 6 a 2 “) ie . 
the high honor of being chairman of'so important a Mr. Wise spoke earnestly against the bill, and in 


committee, it was his place not to furnish the house 
with reasons against a law, but with the means of 
executing the law. All the works in this bill bad 


already received the sanction of congress, and laws 


had passed for their completion. 

Mr. Cumbreleng said that, though, as members of 
a committee, gentlemen might feel bound to report 
a bill, yet, as members of the hovse, they might op- 
pose and vote against it. Mr. Sergeant proceeded 


to comment on the constitutional objections to) 


works of internal improvement, made by gentlemen 


who voted freely for fortifications and for a navy. | 


But if it was constitutional to protect our commerce 


from enemies approaching our harbors and rivers, | 


how could it be unconstitutional to protect it against 


anatural enemy within the ha:boritself; and which | 
was often more fatal to commerce, and even to hu- | 


inan life, than the gnnsofthe enemy? Mr. Cush- 
man advocated the bill. The system had now been 
established for thirty years. Congress had appro- 
priated for works in some parts of the country. and 
justice demanded they should do the same for others. 
Mr. Phillips said he had examined the papers in re- 
lation to the proposed work in Mobile bay, and was 


: * “he . 
satisfied of its utility and great importance. He 


explained why it had not been included in the bill, 
owing to the reports coming too late, &c. Mr. 
Sibley went, at length, into a speech (to be report- 


_ed hereafter) in defence of the bill, and in very se- 
vere reprobation of the position taken by his col- 
‘league (Mr. Cambreleng) in opposition to works 
“upon the streams and harbors of his own state, and 


for the protection of that very internal commerce by 
which the wealth and prosperity of kis own city 


ihad been so largely angmented. Itwas most strange 


that every work forthe improvement of the interior 
of New York should be opposed by a certain poli- 
tical clique in the city of New York. But it had 
ever been so, froin the first proposal of the Erie ca- 
nal down to this hour. 

The qnestion being now put on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Lyon, to remove an obstruction in 
the harbor of Mobile, it was agreed to. 
amendment, offered and urged by Mr. Sherrod Wil- 
liams, for an appropriation of $20,080 for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Cumberland 
river above Nashville, was agreed to: Ayes 66, noes 
62. 

Mr. J. L. Williams offered the following amend- 
ment: 

‘To improve that portion of the Tennessee and 
Holston rivers which was surveyed by col. 8. H. 


Long, of the U. 8. topographical corps, in the year | 


1832, and for the completion of the impfovements 
already begun, under said survey, $50,000.” 

This motion was negatived, 

Besides which a great variety of amendments 
were proposed in committee, for form sake, and re 
jected; when the committee rose, and reported the 
bill and amendments, and 

The house, at half past ten o’clock, adjourned. 

Tuesday, July 3. Mr. Adams. who had the floor, 
yielded to accommodate Mr. Slade, who offereda 
resolution, which was agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the committee on so much of the 
president’s message as relates toa national foundry 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing such foundry at the city of Vergennes, in 
the state of Vermont. 


Another | 


reply to Mr. Cambreleng. 

Mr. Legare moved that the bill be referred to the 
committee of ways and means, and printed for in- 
formation. Mr. Cushman inquired of the chair, if 
|the previous question should be carried, what the 
/main question would be? The Chair replied it 
| would be on the engrossment of the bill. Mr. 
| Cushman then moved the previous question. Mr. 
| Curlis moved a call of the house; which motion 
prevailing, the honse was called. After which, 
'absentees were called. The doors were then clos- 
-ed, aid excuses received. Next, the officers of the 
| house were directed, informally, to wait on absent 
| inembers and invite their attendance. Mr. Harlan 
'moved to suspend further proceedings in the call; 
| 


but the house refused to do so. 

The motion was renewed; the yeas and nays 
| were ordered; when the motion was withdrawn. 
| After some time, it was renewed again; and the 
| yeas and nays were ordered and taken, and resnited 
\as follows: Yeas 164, nays 45. So the call was 
| suspended; and the doors were thrown open. 
| The question was then taken on seconding the 
call for the previons question; when the ayes were 
97, the noes 105; so the call was not seconded by 
_the requisite majority; the honse thereby refusing 
| to order the bill to its engrossment at this time. 
| Mr. Duncan then addressed the house till the 
expiration of the morning sitting, without conclud- 
ing his remarks. . i 
EVENING SESSION. 
| Mr. Duncan resumed, and continued his remarks 
‘in favor of the bill from the senate, to repeal the 
| deposite act of 1836, pending the motion to refer, 
| which was under consideration before the recess, 
_Mr. Duncan had made some progress in his remarks, 
when Mr. Rencher rose to order, and askeé the chair 
if, under the motion to refer, it was competent to 
go into the discussion of the merits. 

The Chair said certainly not; and that, if the 
point were insisted on, he should be obliged to re- 
strain the debate to the particular question. The 
| motion was to refer and print, and within a few 
| days the chair had found it difficult, on a similar mo- 
| tion. to restrict the debate within proper limits. 
| Mr. Duncan proceeded to discuss the bill at large 
}and having proceeded nearly an hour longer. was 
|commenting upon the conrse pursned by the Bank 
of the United States of Pennsylvania in financial 
aflairs, when the Chair called him to order. as stray- 
ing widely from the question under consideration. 
Mr. Duncan again proceeded. Atter about half an 
hour he was called to order by Mr. Harlan, for com- 
menting upon the contents of a speech of Mr. Bell, 
delivered some time since in Tennessee. Mr, Dun- 
can again resumed, and was proceeding to illustrate 
one of his arguments by an allusion to the earth's 
rotation, and that of the sun, when the Chair said 
he was entirely unable to see the relevancy of the 
gentleman’s remarks to the question under discus- 
sion. Mr. Duncan said he would show its relevan- 
cy; and proceeded with his astrenomical illustra- 
tions, and soon closed his remarks. Mr. Legare 
withdrew his motion to refer and print, and moved 
to strike out the second section. 

Mr. Robertson, said. understanding the motion be- 
fore the house to be that made by the gentleman 
from S. Carolina, (Mr. Legare,) he should move 
to add specific instructions; and Mr. R. then read 
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the insiructions, in substance, requiring the coin- 
mittee to report a bill providing for special deposites, 
and repealing all existing laws prohibiting the re- 
ceipt of the notes of banks issuing notes of less 
deno:nination than five dollars, or forbidding such 
banks to be used as depositories of the public mno- 
ney. 

Mr. R. said he wonld prefer to have the question 
taken on Mr, Legare’s proposition first; but it was 
his intentiou, after that, to move these instructions. 
He then proceeded to support the pending proposi- 
tion and his own. He had desired before this late 
period of the session to give the grounds of his pre- 
ference for the measure indicated in his notion over 
either of the other measures, which had their friends 
and supporters in this house. The sub-treasury 
scheine had failed. The national bank was unat- 
tainabie. The state deposite system had not an- 
swered its purpose. And he thought that the pre- 
sent was a good opportunity to establish the special 
deposite plan. 

He argued to show the inconsistency of the ad- 
ministration party’s opposing this scheine, after the 
recommendation it had received at the hands of the 
executive, and expressed his surprise that any mein- 
ber of that party should be willing to go home to, 
his constituents, withont doing something for the 
keeping and disburseinent of the revenue. Mr. R. 
said he should, at a proper time, urge the house to 
vote on his proposition. 

Mr. Tillinghast thought it impossible that the 
house should decide to separate without restoring 
the public money to the protection of the laws, in 
soine forin or other. He intimated his inten'ion of 
oifering an amendiment, after a vote shall have been 
taken on those of Messrs. Robertson and Legare. 
If the house did not engraft their action as to the 
keeping of the finances in this bill, it would be too 
late to do any thing hereafter, this session, this be- 
ing a senate bill. | 

He hoped the previous question would not be 
moved upon so important a measure as this, until a 
vote could be taken on these propositions to ainend. 

Mr. Tillinghast’s proposed amendment was then | 
read as follows: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert 
the following, viz: 





‘That so much of the act of June twenty-third, | 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, entitled | 
«An act to regulate the deposites of the public mo- | 


ney,’ as prohibits the receipt of the notes or bills | 
of specie-paying banks which have issued, since , 


the fourth of July, one thousand eight hundred and | 
thirty-six, notes or bills of a less denomination than | 
five dollars; be, and the samme is hereby, repealed. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, until 
other provision shall be made by law, it shall be 
lawful for the secretary of the treasury toselect and | 
einpioy, as depositories of the public money, ac- 
cording to the provisions of said act, any legally es- 
tablished bank which shall redeem its notes and 
bills on demand in specie, notwithstanding it may, | 
since the fourth of July, one thousand eight hun- | 
dred and thirty-six, have issued or paid out bills of 
a less denomination than five dollars. 

See. 3. And be it further enacted, That the opera- 
tion of the second section of the act of April four- 
teen, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, 


entitled “An act making appropriations for the pay- | 


ment of revolutionary and other pensioners of the 
United States for the vear one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-six,” be, and the same is hereby, 


suspended until further order of congress.” | 


Mr. Grant said he was sorry he could not ac- 
coinmodate the gentleman from Rhode Island; but 
he thought all would agree that debate would not 
be of avail at this stage of the session. He should, 
therefore, move the previous question. Mr. Potts 
deinanded a call of the honse; which was ordered: 
and the roll having been called twice, and once for 
excuses, there were found to be thirty members ab- 
sent. Mr. Whittlesey suggested that the officers 
notify members of the call, and request their at- 
tendance, and that they be admitted when they ar- 
rive. During the intermission that succeeded, Mr. 
Boon moved to suspend further proceedings under 
the call. Mr. Gray called for the yeas and nays. 
Ordered. Mr. Boon withdrew his motion. Mr. 
Garland, of Louisiana, suggested that this would 
be a vood time for any member who intends to offer 
a speech to the house to speak. [A langh.] The 
Chair said that that would not be regular. Mr. 
Gurland said that the rules might be suspended, 
perhaps, to accommodate gentlemen so inclined. 
The Chair remarked that the previous question 
could not be suspended. Mr. Garland said it might 
be done by general consent. Mr. Cambreleng said 
he should object. Nobody wanted to hear any more 
speaking, he presumed. 

All the absentees (not excused) having returned, 





excepting twenty, 








Mr. Fillmore moved to suspend the furiher pro- 
ceedings under the call; the yeas and nays having | 
been ordered, he withdrew the motion; which was 
iminediately renewed by Mr. Cambreleng, who said 
there could not be any doubt how this question 
would be decided, and he therefore moved to sus- 
pend all further proceedings under the call; and on 
this he asked the yeas and nays; which were order- 
ed. And the house decided to suspend the pro- 
ceedings under the call, as follows: Yeas 156, nays 
63. Mr. Garland, of Virginia, made an appeal to 
Mr. Grant to withdraw the motion for the previous 
question, in order that the question be taken on the 
aimendments without debate. Mr. Grant withdrew 
the motion. Messrs. Gray and Davee simultane- 
ously rose, and renewed the same. On seconding 
the demand for the previous question, the divisiun 
was: Ayes 96, noes 102. 

So there was no second. The question recurring 
on the proposition of Mr. Legare to strike out the 
second section of the bill, Mr. Menefee demanded 
the yeas and nays, which, being ordered, resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, 
John W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Bor- 
den, Briggs, W. B. Caihoun, J. Calhoun, J. Cainp- 
bell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Cheathain, 
Chilis, Clark, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, 
R. Fletcher, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Gar- 
land, Goode, James Graham, Win. Grahain, Grant- 
land, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hall, Hamer, Har- 
lan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoif- 
man, Hopkins, R. M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, Kennedy, 
Kilgore, Legare, Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, 
J. M. Mason, S. Mason, Maury, Maxwell, Mc- 
Kennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, C. 
Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Pearce, 
Peck, Phillips, Pope, Potts, S. S. Prentiss, Rariden, 
Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, 
Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, A. H. Shep- 
perd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sivley, Slade, 





Southgate, Stanly, Stuart, Stratton, Taliaferro, 


| Thoinpson, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, A. S. | 


White, J. White, E. Whittlesey, L. Williams, S. | 
Williams, Jos. L. Williams, Chris. H. Walliams, 
Wise, Word, Yorke—1)9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boone, 
Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, 
Catwbrelengz, Chapman, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, 1. 
Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Glascock, Grant, 
Gray, Haley, Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Holt, Howard, Hubley, W. H. Hunter, | 
Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. | 
W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbet- 
ter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Martin, McKay, R. 
McClellan, A. McClellan, McClure, Miller, Mout- 
gomery, Moore, S. W. Morris, Noble, Owens, 
Paliner, Parker, Parmenter, Paris, Paynter, Penny- 
backer, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, J. H, 
Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sawyer, 
Sheffer, Snyder, Spencer, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, 
Toucy, Towns, Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, 
Weeks, T. T. Whittlesey, J. W. Williams, Wor- 
thington, Yell—101., 

So the amendment of Mr. Legare was adopted. 

Mr. Curtis moved to amend the bill as follows: 

“And be il further enacted, That it shall be law- 
ful for the secretary of the treasury, hereafter, to 
select and employ as depositories of the public 
money, according to the provisions of the act of 
June 23, 1836, entitled ‘An act to regulate the de- 
posites of the public money,’ any bank which shall 
redeem its notes and bills, on demand, in specie, 
notwithstanding it may have, since the 4th of July, 
1836, issued or paid out bills of a less denomina- 
tion than five dollars. That the operation of the 
second section of the act of April 14, 1836, en- 
titled «An act making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of revolutionary and other pensioners of the 
United States for the year 1836, be, and the same 
is hereby, suspended uutil further order of con- 
gress.” 

' Mr. Connor then moved the previous question, 
the main question being on the passage of the bill 
as amended. 

The division on seconding was ayes 94, noes 104. 
So there was no second. [Cries of question! from 
every part of the house. ] 

Mr. Underwood was sorry to detain the house, 
but he thought he could modify the amendment of 
Mr. Curtis, so as to answer his purposes better, and 
to meet the general wishes of the house. He re- 
minded the house that the bill as it stood only took 
off the obnoxious interdiction upon the deposite 
banks until October, after which it would go on 
again. Now his object was to have that interdict 








NS -— RSENS iheniiins ee, 


taken off aliugether. H»: would theretor 7 
the following amendment: 

Strike out all aiter the enacting clause, 
sert: > 
“That the fifth section of an act, entitlea A 
act to regulate the deposites of the public Ralinas » 
approved 23d of June, 1836, be, and the sanyo": 
hereby, repealed: Provided, however, That no bank 
shall be selected or continued as a place of deposite 
of the public money, which shal! not redeesy ite 
notes and bills on demand in specie. 
Be tt further enacted, &c., That so much of the 
second section of an act entitled “an act maki). 
appropriations for the payment of the revolutionary 
and other pensioners of the United States for 1); 
year 1536, approved April 14, 1836, as_ prohibits 
the offering, in payment tothe creditors of the 
United States, bank notes of less denominativy 
than ten and twenty dollars, be, and the saine j; 

hereby repealed.” 

The Chair. The amendment of the gentleman 
fron New York (Mr. Curtis) has ‘precedence 
Mr. Clark would send to the chair an amendineyt 
which, he trusted, would prove acceptable, as a 
modification, to his colleague, viz: 

“Insert in Mr, Curtis’ ainendment, after {he 
words ‘five dollurs’ the following: Provided, hove. 
ver, That this provision shall not extend to any 
bank which shall issue or pay out any note or bill 
of less denomination than five dollars after the 4th 
of July, 1839.”") Mr. Curtis preferred his own, but 
would agree to the modification proposed. My. 
Bronson moved to amend the amendment by sik. 
ing out the words “until the further order of 
congress,” and inserting ‘‘for two years.’ Mr. 
Rives moved to commit the bill with instructions so 
to amend the same as to dispense with the agency 
or instrumentality of banks in the fiscal operatiois 
of the government. After some conversation be. 
tween Messrs. Rives and Robertson, cries of question 
were most vocileronsly reiterated; and the yeas 
and nays being ordercd, the motion of Mr. Rives 
was rejected by the following vote: Yeas 97, Nays 
113. The question then recurred on Mr. Bionson’s 
amendment, which he withdrew. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Curtis’ 
amendment, which Mr. Craig moved to amend so 
as to provide that no bank should be employed, as 
contemplated by the amendment, which does not 
keep on hand one dollar in specie for every three of 
its liabilities. The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. Boon said that this day had been spent in 
talking and voting upon a matter dead, buricd, 
signed, sealed, and delivered. Nothing but the re- 
spect he had for the house prevented him trom 


= 
~ 


> . 
e Propose 


and in. 


\speaking two or three hours, as others had dote 


before, on matters and things in general. If mem- 
bers would vote and not talk, he would forego tliat 
purpose, 

[Cries cf go on! go on! agreed! 
guestion! &c.] 

Mr. Boon. Sir, I will not impose upon tlie 
house. [Loud laughter.] 

The question was then taken on the ameni- 
ment of Mr. Craig, which was rejected by the fol- 
lowing vote: Yeas 86, nays 114. 

Mr. Parris offered an ainendment, providing that 
no bank be chosen as a depository of public money, 
which has not one dollar in specie to every three 
of its circulation. Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, 
moved to commit the bill to the committee of wass 
and means, with instructions to report an amend: 


agreed! 


|ment, providing that the public deposites be nol 


used for banking purposes. The yeas and nays 
were ordered on this motion. 

Mr. Stuart called fora division ; and the first 
question was put upon the recommitment, and de- 
cided in the negative as follows: Yeas 97, naya 111. 

And the second branch of the proposition fell of 
course. And the question recurred on the motion 
of Mr. Parris, whoso modified his motion as to pro- 
vide that every deposite bank should have one dollat 
in specie for every five of its liabilities. Pending; 
this, 

Mr. Foster moved to commit the bill to the com- 
mittee of ways and means, with instructions to re- 
port a bill for the collection, safe-keeping, and dis: 
bursement of the public revenue, so as to dispensé 
with the use of banks as depositories thereof. 
Some conversation arising as to the identity of this 


proposition and that already acted on, on motion of 


Mr. Campbell, (the chair inclining to the opinion 
that they were not identical,) Mr. Hopkins de- 
manded the previous question. On seconding, ayés 
66, noes gave itup. The Chair then decided that 
the last proposition was identical with the one al- 
ready decided, and the question recurred upon the 


‘motion of Mr. Parris. Mr. Bell said that it was 


very apparent that the sense of the honse was in 
favor of removing the disabilities incurred by the 
banks under the act of 1836. He deprecated suc? 
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frequent motions to amend and to commit as tend- 
iuz ouly to defeat the bili. In this view, however 

roper, Wany of these amendinents doubtless might 
ie and how much soever inclined to vote for them 
members night be, if time were given to digest a 
complete system, he hoped that, under the circum- 
stances, all such motions would continue to be voted 
down, members not committing themselves thereby 
gvainst the principles thereof. 

"Mr. Parris’ amendment being then under con- 
sideration, Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, pro- 

osed an amendment thereto, (which the mover ac- 
cepted as a modification, ) providing that the public 
money be not used for banking purposes. Mr. 
Atherton called for a division of the question. And 
the yeas and nays having been ordered, the question 
was taken on the first clanse of the amendment, and 
was decided in the negative by the following vote : 
Yeas 91, nays 101. 

The question recurring on the second clause of 
the amendment, it was decided in the affirmative by 
the following vote: Yeas 101, nays 101. 

The Chair voted in the affirmative ; so the proviso 
was adopted. 

Mr. R. Garland moved to amend the amendment 
by adding the following proviso : 

“« Provided no bank shall be selected as a deposi- 
tory which shall not keep in its vaults an amount of 
specie which, together with the balance of all its 
accounts with specie-paying banks, shall be equal 
to one-fifth of the amount of its notes and bills in 
circulation and its public and private deposites.” 

Mr. G. asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. Mr. Wise sustained this amendment, as 
being the true one to be adopted. Mr. Bell thought 
it unimportant whether this amendment were 
adopted or not, inasmuch as by the vote just taken 
the bill had been made a special deposite bill. 
With a full house, this measure, as it now stands, 
he thonght, could not be carriedthrough. Mr. Un- 
derwood said that the casting vote of the speaker 
had placed the house in a dilernma, which woulc 
render the further session of the house this night 
worse than useless. He inoved that the house do 
now adjourn. [A quarter belore 10 o’clock.] | 
Mr. Grant demanded the yeas and nays; not or- | 
dered. Mr, Bronson demanded tellers; ordered ; | 
and by a vote of 102 ayes, noes not counted, 

The house then adjourned. 

Wednesday, July 4. Mr. Cambreleng, from the | 
committee of ways and means, reported against | 
senate bills for the relief of Francis Newman, late | 
collector of internal revenues and direct taxes in | 
Maryland; and an act supplementary to the act en- | 
titled **An act to establish branches of the mint of the | 
United States,” approved March 3, 1835. Mr. C. | 
also reported without amendment senate bill to au- 
thorize the sale of certain lands belonging to the 
United States. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from | 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting a report | 
of F. R. Hassler, esq. superintendent of the work | 
for the fabrication of standard weights and mea- | 
sures. | 

Also, a letter from the secretary of war, trans- 
mitting copies of the correspondence between the 
department and major general Scott, in relation to | 
the removal of the Cherokee Indians, as required | 
by a resolution of the house of representatives of | 
the 25th ult. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the committee of 
ways and means had leave to sit during the ses: | 
sions of the house. Mr. Cambreleng reminded the | 
house that to-morrow was the last day on which 
bills originating there could be sent to the senate. 
He hoped the house would act on the appropria- 
tion bills, before that body, before that time. 

Mr. Prentiss, of Mississippi, rose to make a privi- | 





; 
| 


j 
' 


Jeged motion, and said he claimed, as an act of mere | 
Justice to those concerned, that the reports and evi- 
dence of the duel committee be printed before the 
adjournment. He was authorized to ask this at 
the hands of the house by the parties concerned. 
The Chair said that debate could not be had with- | 
outa motion made. Mr. Prentissrepeated that, in| 
the name of the parties concerned, he challeng.- | 
ed action on this report and resolution. Mr. Cush- | 
man rose tu order. No question was before the | 
house. Mr. Prentiss then moved that the house | 
take up and consider the report and resolution of | 
he duel committee. Mr. Gray moved to lay the | 
motion on the table. Mr. Wise inquired if this | 
Would not be, at any time, a privileged motion? He 
wanted action, so far as he was concerned, upon 
this question. And he would give the house warn- 
ing that he had waited patiently. The Chair. De- 
ate under the motion to lay on the table, is not in 
Order, Mr. Wise. I know that, but I hope the 
Peculiarity of my situation will be my apology with 
the house for saying that—Mr. Gray rose to order. 








a second section to the bill, (the second section as 


iC 


ble, Kennedy, Kilgore, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, 





lr. Wise said he never expected justice at the 


hands of this house in connexion with this subject. sou, Rives, Sheffer, Snyder, Thomas, Turney, 
[Great cries of order!] The yeas and nays on the , Wagener, Webster, J. W. Williams, Yell—33. 
motion of Mr. Prentiss were asked, but not order-| So the bill was ordered to be read a third time. 
ed. Mr. Gray’s motion tolay Mr. P’s motionon| The bill was then read a third time, and the ques- 
the table prevailed. Mr. 4dams was then about to tion recurred, Shall this bill pass? 
proceed in continuation of the Texas discussion,| Mr. Campbell of South Carolina moved to com- 
when Mr. Wise asked the house at least todo him ' mit the bill to the committee of ways and means, 
the justice to print the reports and evidence before with certain instructions. Mr. C. sustained his 
they should finally separate. | proposition ina few remarks, and asked the yeas 
Mr. Adams occupied the remainder of the morn- | and nays thereon. Mr. Grant moved the previous 
ing hour in the continuation of his remarks upon question, which was seconded, (ayes 1(4, nocs 
the annexation of Texas. 'given up;) and the question recurred, Shall the 
Mr. Biddle moved a suspension of the rules, to) main question be now put? Mr. Martin demanded 
take up the senate bill relating to steamboat boilers. | the yeas and nays. Lost. 
He asked the yeas and nays, but the house did not! The main question was ordered, being, Shall the 
order them. The motion to suspend the rules did | bill pass? Mr. Murray asked the yeas and nays. 
not prevail. | Ordered. The question was decided in the affiirm- 
Mr. Thompson asked leave te propound a ques- | ative by the following vote: Yeas 173, nays 31. 
tron to the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr.| So the bill, as amended, was passed, and was 
Adams.) Objection being made. Mr. Thompson |tben returned to the senate for concurrence in the 
said his object was to ask that gentleman if it was|amendment of the house: [the second section 
his intention to occupy the morning hour for the | Stricken out.] 
remainder of the session on the Texas question, thus| Mr. Robertson asked leave to offer the following 
precluding all chance of a reply. Several bills resolutions of inquiry: 
were taken up and acted on from the table. Resolved, That the president of the United States 
Mr. Grennell rose and asked permission of the |be requested to communicate to this house, onthe 
house, at this time, to move that the committee of | first day of the next session, all the information not 
the whole be discharged from the consideration of | heretofore communicated, now in possession of the 
the senate billagainst duelling, and that the bill be | executive, or which may be procured before that 
brought into the house for its action thereon. Ob- | time, touching undue attempts or practices, if any, 
jection being made, Mr. G. said that he acted | Since the 29th May, 1830, to keep down the price 
from a strong sense of duty in making this request, of the public lands, or prevent purchases or entries 
having been instructed by the legislature of his | thereof, at pubiic or private sale, by force, threats, 
state to bring this subject before the house for dis. | OF fraud, and the measures taken since the date 
tinct action. He moved to suspend the rules, for | aforesaid to prevent, defeat, or punish such frandn- 





the purpose of enabling him to make the motion he lent practises, and illegal entries upon the public 
‘had intimated a wish to offer. 


Mr. Phillips de- | lands. 

inanded the yeas and nays. Not ordered. The} Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury pre- 

motion to suspend the rules for the purpose stated | pare and lay before this house, on the first day of 

was negatived without a division. gly pee ‘ agp A all etn “rp 4 
Mr. Harlan asked leave to make a report from ee Le oe © EE pe terion Pepllages cig 

the committee on private land claims. Refused. eens Ms a poor 6 ot any arty or ae 
The unfinished business was then taken up, pend- | /U&™s a le amount inude to each, and the pur- 

ing a motion of Mr. Rice Garland to amend the {Posts ant considerations upon which made; and ac- 


ene companying the said statement with an estimate of 
amendment offered by Mr Curtis, proposing to add | 41, amount to which each state would be entitled 


of similar grants and donations, according to the 


last evening.) and Mr. Grant moved the previous proportions specified in the several deeds of ces- 
question on the engrossment and third eatin nd Phe very from the several states to the United 
the bill as thus amended. Mr. Petrikin called for | S van i] ' ; 

tellers on the second. Ordered. The division was econdly. A statement of the whole quantity of 
ayes 119, noes 39. So there was asecond. Shall public lands now surveyed, and an estimate of the 
the main question be now put?) Mr. Robertson ask- quantity unsurveyed—distingnishing each, and 
ed the yeas and nays. Refused. The main ques- where situated; and accompanying the same with 
tion was ordered to be put, shall the bill be read a separate plans for dividing the said lands, and the 
third time? Mr. Dromgoole asked tor the yeas and proceeds of sales thereof, among the states, in the 


nays. Ordered. And the house decided the ques- fet aa ealwit dict such ey ages as to the 
tion in the affirmative, as follows: manner of division and sale, graduation, 


: reduction of price, and reservation of title in th 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, | United States, and final disposition, as may ve best 
J. W. Allen, Auderson, Andrews, Aycrigg, Banks, | calenlated to effect the objects of this resolution 
Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, | jn conformity with the original compacts entered 
Boon, Borden, Briggs, Brodhead, W. B. Calhoun, | into between the several states and the. United 
J. Calhoon, Cambreleng, W. B. Campbell, J-! states relating to the said lands. 
Sebel ar Coe Cea Ce | hip. "A pla frre he Jd xe. 
) > ‘ Ss, ; vel: . ° ° ee ° 
sid, Canes, Coin, Gravy, Cronston, Cueabeth, tem on such principles as will best secure the pub- 


: lic against loss from illegal entries, frauds, &e. 
Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davee, Da- pointing out the defects or advantages of the pre- 


edi Deberry, DeGratf, Dennis, Dunn, Edwards, | cent system, more particularly in reference to pre- 


ivans, Everett, Ewing, Farrington, Fairfield, R. | onntio, and . eres , 
Fletcher, I. Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Gallup, J. | co eretinnn a te eee auction; and in general 


suggesting such Ti y hav 

Garland, R. Garland, Glascock, Goode, J. Graham, 2, oie hth a isi rte Mets 
William Graham, Grantland, Grant, Graves. Gray, Objection being made, Mr. Robertson moved that 
Grennell, Haley, Hall, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, | the rules be suspended, and he asked for the yeas 
Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Haynes, Henry, Herod, | ang nays; which were not ordered. The motion to 
Hoffman, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, R. M. T. suspend was lost. 
Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, Jenifer, H. John-| The house then took up the harbor bill, as re- 
son, Joseph Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kem- | norted by the committee of the whole with certain 
: : amendments. 
Lincoln, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, nop ted J. M. Sundry amendments of the committee of the 
Mason, S. Mason, Martin, Maury, Maxwell, R.| whole were taken up and read, and the question 
McClellan, A McClellan, McClure, McKennan, | was about to be taken on the same, when 
Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Miller, Mitchell, Mont-| fr, Cambreleng rose and laid before the house a 
gomery, C. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Palmer, | statement of the sums of inoney already appropria- 
Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, ted for the current year, in order that the house 
rg Goran a ae fe eB ny At ; ate might judge of the expediency of making any more 
Ridew ig Schbdtonn, Hebtaibd, Racesov, Selatan appropriations. The sum of these he made out to 

ru . rts . ‘ sey, Nyib 26,0 thi +7 ; S h24 . 
A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard,’ Shields, Sibley, (neo tact tone rent oe ncreated to: $24, 


000,000°by other bills yet to be passed: of these 
Slade, Southgate, Spencer, Stanley, Stuart, Stone 13.600.000 w . : P 
Stratton, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thompson, Tilling- 2 neteigi« shat heath bidnteleue se Aid og 5 


. ' >” | El asked wh s s tl : . 
hast, Titus, Toland, Underwood, Vail. Vanderveer, thet exnenaitaye ” iat Crabiehos wana te "Waa 
Weeks, A. 8. White, J. White. E. Whittlesey, T.| no doubt that the income of the year 1838 would be 
T. Whittlesey, L. Williams, S. Williams, J. L. 


a. . Bos : , about that sum. It depended upon some contin- 
ha has nr tere Wise, Word, Worthing- gencies, however; among which were the uncer- 
on, —179. 


tainty of the proceeds of the sales of public lands ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Beatty, Buchanan, | and the purchase, by the bank of the United States 
Bynum, Cushman, Dromgoole, Elmore, Fry, Grif- | of Pennsylvania of the new issue of treasury notes, 
fin, Hawkins, Hubley, Wm. H. Hunter, Keim, | for the purpose of embarrassing the government. 
Klingensmith, Logan, McKay, Moore, Noble, | Mr. Sergeant rose, but yielded the floor to bis col- 
Paynter, Petrikin, Plumer, Potter, Reily, Richard- | league, Mr. Petrikin, who moved the previous ques: 


it came from the senate having been stricken out 
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tion. Mr. Sergeant asked him to withdraw this; made several other statements, corroborating those 


motion, as he had yielded the flcor only for an ex- 


‘already given. He showed, too, that the appropria- 


planation. Mr. Petrikin refused. The call for the tions already made by congress for this purpose 


revious question was not sustained by the house. 
Mie. Sergeant commented upon the fact that (how- 
ever proper it might be to b 
the financial situation of the country at proper umes) 
it was always against the harbor bill. Mr. Cam- 
breleng did not mean to oppose that statement to the 
amendments to the particular biil under considera- 
tion, actually pending. Mr. Sergeant made some 
remarks by way of showing the importance of the 
provisions of the bill under consideration. He also 


replied to Mr. Cambreleng’s ailusion to the bank of 


the United Siates of Pennsylvania. He denied that 
that institution had acted with such motives as had 
been imputed to it by the gentlemen from New 
York, (Mr. Cambreleng.) By the purchase of the 
treasury notes no injury, bul, on the contrary, be- 
nefit, was done to the government. 

Mr. Cambreleag was responding, in allusion to 
the aifairs of the Bank of the United States, when 
Messrs. Sdleyand Grant rose, nearly simultaneous 
ly, toorder, aud asked what relevancy there was in 
this discussion to the actual question before the 
house? Mr. Cumbreleng made some further re- 
marks, in the saine strain, and was followed by 

Mr Thompson, who had a word to say about these 
treasury notes. He never would allow any oppor- 
tunity to pass without giving a blow to that flagrant 
and danzerous violation of tie constitution. We 
were told, (said Mr. T.) when that measure was 
under discussion, that it was better than a loan, be- 
cause it would be more speedily paid; and now the 
chairman of the committee of ways and means de- 
precates as an evil that they will be so soon pre- 
sented tor payment, and regards it as almost a crime 
in the United States Bank to collect them for the 
purpose of being presented for payment. How 
lous, sir, will the American people submit to such 
inconsistency, trickery, and humbug? Lam inlorm- 
ed that brokers are einploved by the secretary of 
tire treasury ‘o seil these treasury notes to the banks, 
with an express understanding that, as they bear 
bank interest, the banks are to keep them, and not 
throw them into circulation ; and J do not doubt 
that they are paid by the banks, in whole orin part, 


ring up a statement of 


had not beenexpended as directed by the law. Mr. 
| Fairfield made a brief rejoinder, principally going 
|to deprecate the evidence upen which his colleague 
had based his opposition to this appropriation. Mr. 
| Grant passed some strictures upon the course par- 
‘sued against this bill by his colleague, (Mr. Cam- 
'breleng,) and moved the previous questiou—(en- 
grossing the bill.) 

| On the question of seconding, the division, by 
tellers, was: Ayes 82, noes 43. So there was a se- 
‘cond. Mr. Robertson moved that the bill do lie on 
‘the table. Mr. E. Whittlesey asked for the yeas 
‘and nays. Ordered. Pending this motion, Mr. 
Mallory moved thatthe house do now adjourn. (It 
‘was now two minutes before two, the hour for re- 
‘cess; and the etiect of this motion was to adjourn 
till to-morrow.) Mr. Sherrod Williams rose toa 





point of order? The Speaker. The gentleman | 


rises probably to occupy the two minutes before 
the hour fixed forrecess. [A general langh.] Mr. 
Sherrod Williams. Is it nota standing rule of the 
house to takearecessattwoo’clock?) The Speaker 
answered in the affirmative; and then declared that 
there was no question of order betore the house. 
Mr Williams resumed his seat, and the question on 
adjournment was then teken by yeas and nays, and 
decided in the negative by the following vote: 
Yeas 35, nays 123. Sothe house refused to ad- 
journ, 

The hour (fixed by the order) having passed, the 
house took the usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The house met after recess, when a motion was 
made to adjourn. The house refused, ayes 15, 
noes, 79; 10 quorum voting. Buta large quorum 
soon appearing, the house proceeded to take up the 
harbor bill. On this bill the motion pending was a 


to lay the bill on the table, but negatived by yeas 
and nays: Yeas 58, nays 96. The previous ques- 
tion was then put and carried: and the question 
b: ing on ordering the bill to its engrossment for a 
third reading, Mr. Murtin asked the yeas and 





nays; which were ordered, and, being taken, re- 


in what the government call bank rags; yes, sir, | rulted as follows: Yeas 104, nays 74. So the bill 


call for the p.evious question. A motion was made | 


your notes drawing six per cent. interest, paid for | was ordered to its third reading. It was imme- 
in bank rags which bear none; and this is your | diately read a third time; when Mr. Martin, of Al- 


hard-inoney government! If not, and they are paid labama, moved to recommit it to the committee of 


for in specie, the government is conniving at and 
abetting that which they so much denounce—ihe 


bauks paying out their specie, whilst they refuse to | 


redevin their notes. If the gavernment pays specie 
to its northern creditors, it does not to its southern 
creditors. I know the fact that the supplies and ex- 
penses of the army in the Cherokee country are 
yaid in bank notes. There are nearly as many 
Geka and bank agents in that country as there 
are soldiers. They goto your contractors and agents 
and say to thein, you have no money; every body 
will receive our bank notes; we will advance to 
you; pay us interest, and give us a draft on the go- 
vernmentat Washington. It is done. The money 
bears interest until itis paid by treasury notes. The 
broker deposites these notes in New York, and sells 
drafts to the merchants at from 8 to 20 per cent. 
Who'pays this? Why, the customers of these mer- 
chants. Princely fortunes are now making by this 

rocess ; and this is vour hard-money government ; 


ways and means, with instructions to examine each 
item, and to strike out such as they should disap- 
prove. 

In support of this motion, Mr. M. urged that the 
committee of ways and means had reported the bill 
in the reutine of business, although a majority of 
the committee were opposed to it, and though the 
committee had never gone through an examination 
of the itemsof appropriation contained in it. In 
illustration of this. he referred to an item for a pier 


two gentlemen from Maine (Messrs. Fairfield and | 


Evans) had diifered so widely as to the facts. 
{Here a by-debate of much earnestness, and oe- 
casionally productive of not a little amusement to 


the house, took place between those gentlemen | 


about the disputed piers, old and new, in Kenne- 





bunk harbor, and to which of them the public mo- 
ney had been applied.] 


| Mr. Martin, who had yielded the floor for this | 


in the harbor of Kennebunk, concerning which the | 


and this is the policy by which the southern people | colloquy, resumed it, and completed bis remarks in| 


are to be deluded and humbngged into the belief | support of his motion. Mr. Grant, in vindication 
that the south is to be benefitted. Would you dare | of the committee of ways and means, stated that 
to commit such gross and wanton extravagance if | several members of that committee had examined 
you had to go before the people and tax them for! the bill, and every item in it. He then moved the 


the money? No, sir, you would not. An appro- | previous question. which was seconded: Ayes 89, 
priation of thirty-four millions, with not a dollar in | noes 45. Mr. Williams, of Tennessee, moved a 
| 


the treasury, and no hopes of getting any! <A fit) call of the honsc; which was refnged; Ayes 43, 


commentary on your treasury note system. 

Several amendments adopted in cominitfee of the 
whole, to which there was no objection, were then 
adopted by the honse. 


The amendment, striking out an appropriation of 


$8,000 for the continuation of the pier at Kenne- 
bunk, in Maine, came up in order, and 

Mr. Fairfield made some statements, going to 
show that this was an important and necessary ap- 
propriation. He hoped the amendinent would not 
prevail. Mr. Evans stated that it had been on his 
motion that this clause had been stricken out 
in cowmittee. He had done so because his at- 
tention had been drawn to it by a correspondent 


from the neighbourhood, a respectable and intelli- | 


gent man. He had received other letters to the 
saine etfiect. The work had been delaved, and lit- 
tle or nothing had been done abont it. He had 
thought it proper, therefore, that the appropriations 


should be withheld until some exainination should | 


be had. Appropriations, he was informed, had al- 
ready been made sufficient to finish the work. He 


/noes net counted. Mr. Stuart, of Virginia, moved 
‘to adjourn. Negatived The previous question 
| was then put and carried; and the main question 
| being on the passage of the bill, it was carried by 
the yeas and nays: Yeas 108,nays 81. So the har- 
bor bill was passed. 

| Mr. Williams. of Ten. moved a reconsideration 
‘of the vote. Mr. Robinson moved to lay this mo- 
‘tion on the table. Lost. Mr. Fosler thereupon 
moved the previous question, which was seconded, 
put. and carried; and the main question being on 
/re-considering, it was negatived without a counf. 
So the honse refused to reconsider the vote on the 
passage of the bill. 

A message, accompanied with numerous docn- 
'ments, was received froin the president of the Unit- 


| 


‘ed States. in reference to our relations with Mexico, | 


communicated in answer to a call of Mr. Everett 
come months aro. 

| Mr. Howard, referring to the great bulk of the 
| bundles of documents. and expressing the opinion 
ithat very few of them were of any consequence, 


———<———_ 

| moved that they be referred to a committee, to se), ' 
from ainong them such as it would be Proper 
print. Mr. 4dams opposed this motion, an? ho ia 


that the whole would be printed. The communien 
tions were of the utmost importance; for on (hex 


documents would probably turn the questigy of 
peace or war with Mexico. He moved that tp 
inessage and documents be laid on the table and 
printed. He hoped they would not be referred 
the coinmiitee on foreign aflairs, because it appear. 
ed that the chairman of that committee knew «, 
much about these documents that be did not y Be 
to have them printed. For that very reason M, 
A. was anxious for the printing. Mr. Yell called 
for the reading of the documents; but did not Pregg 
his motion. On motion of Mr. Dromgoole, the iyo, 
tion of Mr. Adains was divided, and the questh p 
first taken on laying on the table; which was agreed 
to. 

The question then recurring on the printing, M; 
Dromgoole said the committee had acted on the sup, 
ject of onr relations with Mexico, and that the chair. 
inan had been instructed to make a report, which 
he would doubtless do on the first opportunity. M; 
Howard deinanded the yeas and nays: but withdrew 
his motion; which was immediately renewed by 
Mr. Adams. Mr. Everett supported the motion to 
print. Mr. Robertson, of Va., moved tolay the mo. 
tion to print upon the table. On this Mr. Reed de. 
manded the yeas and nays; which were ordered: 
and being taken, resulted: Yeas 103, nays 80. 8 
the motion to print was laid on the table. 

The bill to guard against explosiens on board of 
steamboats was then taken up, read a third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. Sibley made an effort, but without suecess, 
to get up the bill respecting district courts in the 
state of New York. Mr. Curtis moved to go into 
comtiittee of ihe whole on the state of the tinion, 
with a view to take upa bill he named; but the 
house refused the motion. 

A bill toemploy boys in the merebant service 
was laid on the table. 

As was also a bill to revive an act enabling cer. 
tain settlers in Louisiana to enter back lands. Mr. 
Mercer moved to adjourn. Negatived. 

A bill respecting the tenure of office by subordi- 
| nate officers of the government, was laid on the table. 
| A joint resolution, authorizing the commissioner 
ito lease certain lands of the government, for the 
culture of the mulberry and the sugar beet, was 
isihghtly amended by Mr. Lincoln; and then reada 
third tite and pussed. 

The post office bill was then taken up; the amend. 
ments reported froin the committee of the whole 
| were concurred in; and the question being on order. 
ing the billto its third reading, Myr. Underwood 
moved to amend one of the pest routes, which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Hepkins moved to reconsider the vote of con- 
(currence inthe ainendments from the committee of 
ithe whole, with a view to move an amendment re- 
instating the express mail. 

A letter from Amos Kendall was read, when Mr. 
Harlan moved the previons qgnestion, which was 
seconded, put, and carried; and the main question 
being on the reconsideration, it was decided in the 
nevative: Yeas 27, nays 1€5. 

So the house refused to reconsider. 

Mr. Harlan now moved the previous question 
(the main question being on ordering the bill to its 
engrossment.) It was seconded. put, and carried, 
and the bill was ordered to its third reading, and 
read a third time. 

The question being on its passage, Mr. Towns 
earnestly advocated the restoration of the express 
mail, and on that subject called for the reading of 
another Jetter from the postmaster general, strongly 
recommending the continuance of that arrangement, 
which he said was a source of annnal revenue 10 
the department of $25,000. Mr. Harlan opposed 
ithe measure, and moved the previons questien. 
| Mr. Rheit (promising to renew the motion.) adyo- 
_ cated, with earnestness, the continuance of the ¢x- 
| press mail, which he represented as a great benefit 
ito the cotton-growers of the sonth. The previous 
| question was then seconded. pnt. and carried, $1 
| fo 42; and the post office bill was then passed. 
| Mr. Robertson gave notice of moving a recon: 
sideration (as was understood) respecting the print: 
ling of the Texas documents. 
| And then the house at about 7 o’clock adjourned. 
| Thursday, July 5. Mr. Johnson, of Lcutst 
| ana, on leave, from the committee on public lands, 
! 
| 

















reported a bill to provide for erecting fire-r rect offi- 
| ces for each surveving district of the public lands, 
and for ather purposes, 

| Mr J. asked leave to report some other bills; 
Mr. Harrison and Mr. Lincoln objected, unless Mr. 
Adams would give way for all the committees to 
report. 
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Mr. Adams then again occupied the whole time 


devoted to morning business, in his speech on| and support of the amendment; but, owing to the 


Texas, at the end of which, he asked to be per- |i 
mitted to proceed. 


the purpose; for it must be manifest that great in- || 
‘nstice would be done if this speech went out 
without some reply. 


justice had been done the committee on foreign af- 


fairs. rising in its favor. 


The motion was not agreed to, and Mr. Adams 
has the floor again for to-morrow. 


the United States to lease lands for the cultivation 


of the mulberry and sugar beet, was read a third | priations, but ineifectually. 


time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. Cambrejeng, the house went; on motion of Mr. Briggs, the house took up the 
into committee of the whole on the state of the | members’ books bill. 


union, Mr. Conner in the chair, and, on motion of 


the same gentlemen, took up the Indian annuity | ing the purchase of certain books for distribution 
bil; being the annual ‘bill making appropriations | among the members of the house of representatives.” 





for tue current and contingent expenses of the [n-| 


dian department, and for fuifilling treaty stipula- | clanse; 


tions with the Ladian tribes for the year 1833.” 
The bill was read through at length, and some | 


aiendineuts moved by Messrs. Cumbreleng, Eve- | sidered tie bill to increase and regulate the terms 
relt, and Bell, being agreed to, the bill was laid) of the circuit and district courts of New York. 


aside to be reported. 


The committee then took up the bill making ap- | acted on to the house; and, the time having arrived, 


propriations for certain fortifications of the United 
States, for the year 1838. 

An ainendment of Mr. Legare, to increase the | 
item for Charleston froin $100,000 to $175,000, | 
alter some remarks from him and Mr. Elmore, was | 
agreed to. 

Mr. Bronson moved an additional item of $3,000 
for Fort Niagara; which was agreed to—78 to 48. 

Mr. Johnson, otf Louisiana, moved an amendment 
for New Orleans; which was rejected. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the ‘bill to pro- 
vide for the support of the military academy for the 
year 13338,” was next taken up. 

Mr, Haynes explained its provisions. 

Mr. C. H, Williams submitted as a substitute the 
followiny: 

“Strike out all after the enacting clause of the 
bill No. 412, and insert the following: That all acts 
now in force, authorizing the enlistment or ap- 
polntinent of cadetsin the military academy of the 
United States at West Point, in the state of New 
York, be, and hereby are, repealed, from and alter 
the thirtieth day of June next; and all such cadets, | 
how in the service or under the instruction of the | 
United States shall be disbanded and disinissed, | 
from and after the thirtieth day of June next. 

“See. 2. dnd be it further enacied, That the se- 
cretary of war, under the direction of the president 
of the United states, shall, as soon as may be after 
the thirtieth day of June next, organize a military 
school of application and practice at West Point, 
ior the improvement of the officers of the army | 
of the United States in the application and practice, | 
fur military purposes, of the several branches ot 
of elementary, and theoretic sciences involved in | 
the art of war; and the secretary of war shall ap- | 
point an officer as superintendent of said school, | 
possessing competent theoretical and practical qual- | 

| 
i 











ifications to command on parade; to instruct the of- 

ficers constituting said school in all the tacties ap- 

pertaining to every branch of military service; to| 
lecture upon the theory and principles thereof; and | 
to illustrate the practical application of the science | 
of mathematics, topographical drawing, and engi- | 
neering, to the purposes of both offensive and de- | 
fensive war, including a regular course of practical | 
illustrations of artillery service, the uses of mortars | 
and howitzers, and the principles of gunnery gen- | 
erally; together with instructions, by lectures and | 
Practice, in military police, and other duties of 
cainp and garrison service; all which instructions | 
it shall be the duty of said superintendent to iin- | 
part to said school, aided by such number of as- | 


suinmary of what he wished to have said, reserving 
Mr, £lmore moved a suspension of the rules for| the right of writing out his speech at large for pub- 


whole plan of the acadeiny ought to be revised and 
Mr, Dromgooie, coincided that the grossest in- | remodelled, yet it was now too late in the session. 


to rebuild the structure destroyed by fire in Febru- 
The joint resolution authorizing the president of | ary last, agreed to. 


Mr. Wiliams addressed the house in explanation | t 


ate stage of the session, submitted only a brief|t 


ication. 
Mr. Haynes replied that, though he thought the 


hundred millions of dollars. 


clause. 
scheme was the result of a combination of interests 
and sections, for the purpose of plundering the 


ry in an expenditure, in the end, of at least one 
To test the sense of 
he house, he moved to strike out the enacting 
He went on to demonstrate that the whole 


eople. 
The debate was continued by Messrs. Dawson, 


Cushman, Cambreleng, Robertso:, Hal, Mallory, 


The amendment was rejected, a few members| Rhett, and Thompson, in oppesition, and advocated 


by Messrs. Mercer, Biddle, Marvin, Allen, of Ohio, 


Mr. Kemble moved an appropriation of $20,000} Goode, Reed, Evans, and Sergeant. 


Mr. Hail opposed the bill. He wanted to see the 


the old works completed, or put in a state of proba- 


Mr. Cushman moved to strike out sundry appro-.| ble completion, before new ones were authorized 














to be commenced. 


His own opinion was that few 


The bill was then laid aside to be reported, and, | of them, if any, ever would be completed, so long 


|as the gov) rnwent continued to appropriate money 
for them, sitice it was not only for the interest of 


The title of which is as follows: «A bill authoriz- | the localities that money should be expended there, 


Mr. Cushman moved to strike out the enacting 


The bill was ordered to be reported. 


but also of those who had charge of its dishyrse- 
ment. 


Mr. Allen, of Ohio, remarked that he had not 


risen to inflict a speech on the committee at this 
time of the evening, and alter a ten hours 


’ sitting, 


On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the committee con- | all inust be anxious to breathe a dierent atmos- 


phere than the one by which they were surrounded, 
especiaily when there was such a mass of business 


The committee then rose and reported the bills| yet to be acted upon, and but two days in which to 


The house took its recess. 
EVENING SESSION. 

At the meeting of the honse, at 3 o’clock, seve- 
ral senate bills were read twice, and referred to their | 
appropriate standing coinmittees, 

The house went into committee of the whole on | 
the state of the union, Mr. Casey in the chair. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Mercer to take up the new harbor bill. 

Mr. Caumbreleng moved that the committee rise, 
and report the bills already acted on. 

Mr. Mercer insisted upon bis motion being put, 

nd also that a motion to rise was debateable; but 
the chair [Mr. Casey] deciding otherwise, Mr. M. 
took an appeal, which was debated for some time, 
when the chair was sustained. 

The committee then rose—73 to 49. 

The Indian annuity bill was taken up, all the| 
amendments concurred in, and the bill ordered to a 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 

The fortification bill coming up, 

Mr. Pelrikin moved to lay the bill on ‘the table, 
and asked for the yeas and navs, but they were re- 
fused; and, the motion being disagreed to, the 
amendments were concurred in, and the bill order- 
ed to a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 

The West Point academy bill being next in or- 
der, and the amendment of the committee of the 
whole having been concurred in, 

Mr. C. H. Williams renewed his substitute, and | 
asked for the yeas and nays thereon; which were | 
ordered, and were—yeas 38, nays 106. 

So the amendment was rejected, 

Mr. W. then moved to lay the bill on the table: 
lost. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 

The bill to authorize the purchase of certain 
books for members of the house of representatives, 
was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Rencher then meved to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble, and asked for the yeas and nays; which, being 
ordered, were—yeas 57, nays 99. 

So the house refused to lay the bill on the table, 
and the bill was passed. 

The bill to increase and regulate the terms of the 
nerthern district courtef New York was ordered | 
tou a third reading, and then passed. | 

Mr. Mercer, from the committee of conference | 
on the disagreeing votes of the two houses on the) 
Wisconsin road bill, made‘a report of their agree- | 
ment; which was concurred in, and the bill passed. | 




















doit. But he felt compelled to say, in reply to the 
gentleman fro Vermont, who had just taken his 
seat, (Mr. Hall,) that he was greatly misiaken, in 
Mr. A’s opinion, in the declaration that the harbors 
now progressing would not be finished. so long as 
money was supplied to keep them ina forward 
movement. The reason assignedis, that the super- 
intendents were interested in delaying their com- 


pletion, as they received a salary for their services, 


or acommission onthe mom y expended, and hence 
it was for their advantage to protract the time, and 
to enlarge the expense. Mr. A. said be was ac- 
quainted with the history of several of the harbors 
on Lake Erie, and he fully believed money had ne- 
ver been more judiciously, beneficially, and econo- 
mically applied. The works were all under the 
general control of skillful officers of the United 
States; and the immediate superintendents, who 
made the contracts and disbursements, he thought, 
in no instance, received any thing like a fair equi- 
valent for their services, and, who must, therefore, 
be actuated by other considerations than a mere 
pecuniary one, so far at least as it regarded that 
paid by the government. He had never known or 
heard of a case of peculat’on or fraud, and but few 
of bad management. Their employment saved the 
expense of keeping comparatively high paid officers 
to perform the same duties, and, he believed, they 
were much more interested in urging their works to 
a speedy termination rather than the reverse. It 
was true these harpors continued to make demands 
on the treasury, but it was because the original 
plans were not yet executed in some cases, while 
in others experience suggested deviations from 
them, for they were all matters of ex;eriinent when 
commenced. He could assure the opponents of the 
system that its friends would halt where they were, 
if they supposed the cost was to be unreasonable, 
compared with the advantages to be derived from 
it; but they believed it warranted by the constitn- 
tion, and that the necessities of the country, general 
and local, demanded its continnance, though its 
benefits conld only be duly appreciated by those 
who had witnessed its elfects. 

In the year 1825, there was but a single steam- 


| boat above the Falls of Niagara, she making, ‘‘soli- 
‘tary and alone, 


33 


an unprofitable and hazardous 
voyage once in ten days from Butialoto Detroit and 
back. Then, too, there were but twenty or thirty 
small shallops, dignified, it is true, by the name of 
schooners; now, instead of one steamboat, there 
are nearly sixty, some of them of 800 tons burthen, 
costing an hundred thousand dollars and more, and, 


Mr. Downing moved to recommit the bill author- | as a class, inferior to none afloat; instead of the 


izing the people of Florida to form a state consti-. 


twenty or thirty shallops, there are now too hundred 


sistant and subordinate officers, who shall also be | tution, to the committee on territories; which was} ships, brigs, and schooners, honestly such. But 


lnstracters of coinpetent qualifications, as the se- | 
Cretary of war shall deem it expedient to appoint. | 

“ See. 3. And be it further enacted, That, for the’ 
purposes of the practical instructien contempla- | 
ted in the second section of this act, the officers | 
of the army of the United States shall repair. 
to West Point, in rotation, under such regu- 
lations, and in such numbers, as the secre-| 
fary of war shall direct, with the approbation of 
the president of the United States, uot exceeding, 
at any one time, one-third of the company of) 
Officers in service; and to remain at said school | 


agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Cushing, the bill in relation to 
the northeastern boundary was recommitted to the 
committee on foreign affairs. 

The house then went into committee of the 
pr on the state of the union, Mr. Casey in the 
chair. 

After several motions for priority of business, the 
committee divided for taking up the new harbor 
bill; the vote being ayes 76, noes 74. 

The bill was then read by the clerk. 

Mr. Mercer submitted an amendment making 


| this fleet never could have had existence but for 
the facilities for receiving and discharging cargoes 


' 
i 


|furnished by artificial harbors, constituting, also, 
| places of refuge to which to flee in time of need. 
| There are few natural harbors on any of the lakes, 
and till the construction of those by the government 
on Lake Erie, vessels were often driven by storms 
‘from one end of it to the other, unless sooner 
‘driven on shore, or to the bottom. Such was still 
| the case on Lakes Huron and Michigan, and would 
‘long continue to be. if the policy so happily began 
|and so advantageously prosecuted, was now to be 


for such time as the secretary of war shall deter- | appropriations for sundry works therein mentioned. | arrested. 


mine, not exceeding one year in three succes-. 
Sive years, &c. &c. [There are several other, 
Sections of details. ] 


' 


Mr. Dawson asked if they were going into a new 
harbor bill, at that period of the session, when only 
137 members were present, and involving the coun- 


But the business on the lakes had but just com- 
| menced; Ohio had now 400 miles of canal in ope- 
ration, and was constructing as much more; Indiana 
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was expending ten millions on canals and railroads; 
Iilinvis and the infant state of Michigan; each half 
as auch. These all tended to the lakes, and would 
soon very greatly increase the business upon them. 

Mr. A. thought there were equitable considera- 
tious pertaining to this matter, su far as the west 
was coucerned. The people of what was once the 
north west territory, had paid as large an amount of 
money into the treasury for duties on imported goods 
as any equal number of people elsewhere; for 
Whatever might be the doctrine south of the Poto- 
mac, his own was, that it was not cotton, but con- 
Suiners, who paid the duties. In addition, they had 


paid sixty-two millions for public lands, being six- 
tenths of all the receipts froin that source. Ohiio, 


aloue, had paid tweaty-two inillioas, nore than one- 
fifth of all the receipts, but sie had got but about 
one-sixth of the land, for much of her iand was 
bought under the old system, when the minimum 
price was two dollars the acre. Hence it had cost 
about one dollar and seventy-six cents, while the 
averaze in the other states had been but one dollar 
aad tnirty-one cents, making an excess of more 
than five willions paid by Ohio. He did not pro- 
pose to ask its return in the present exhausted 
situation of the treasury, and had only alluded to it 
as areason why he thought we ought not to be espe- 
Cially astute in seeking to discover how we might 
withhold or curtail appropriations for the north- 
westeru states in general, aud Ohio in particular. 
The interest on the excess referred to, for a single 
year, would equal all the money ever expended by 
the general government in Oluo, for her exclusive 
benefit, without taking the appropriations for the 
national road into account, which were based upon 
a totally diuerent footing. 

ln conclusion, he would say he thought the op- 
ponents of the new harbors ought to find better 
reasons for their opposition than merely that some 
of the old harbors were yet unfinished. 

Mr. Pope said he bad voted for all these mea: 
sures of internal improvement, and was ready to 
do so, when they were proper, without any ques- 
tions about state rights, consolidation, constitution- 
ality, and such cries, which he was sorry to see 
had coine to be so coinmon in that house. But he 
did think that, with an einpty treasury, such ap- 
propriations as those asked for by the bill under 
consideration ought not to be pressed. He said 
he was worn down with remaining in the house 
from nine o’clock at morning till nine o’clock at 
nizht, and he would threfore move that the com- 
mittee rise. The committee rose accordingly. 

The amend:nents to the bill to authorize a com- 
mission to test the usefulness of inventions to pre- 
vent steam explosions, were concurred in, and the 
bill passed. 

Sundry bills from the senate were read twice, and 
referred. 

On motion at half past nine o’clock, p. m. 

The bouse adjourned. 





POSTSCRIPT. 


RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS. 

PENNSYLVANIA, ss.—In the name and by the au- 
thority of the commonwealth of Penasylvania, 
by Joseph Ritner, governor of the said comimon- 
wealth—.2 proclamation. 

The period has arrived when the series and mis- 
fortunes produced by the injurious interference of 
the national government with the currency of the 
country is about to terminate. Congress having 
risen without sanctioning the attempt to give to the 
federal executive the entire control of the national 
weaith, and of the whole amount of specie in the 
country, and the consequent power to alfect and 
wield to its own purposes all the capital and credit 
of the uns 1; and having also imposed certcin salu- 
tary restrictions on so much of this power as had 
been already arrogated, it is incumbent on the coin- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania to put forth her strength 
to quicken her dormant energies, and to take that 
stand in the trade and commerce of the union which 
her unbounded resources, her vast natural and ar- 


tificial facilities for their development, and the solid | 
and euergetic character of her citizens demand: to! 


deprive her of which stand, all the measures of the 
national government have recently tended. 

For the production of this most desirable result, 
the measure first requisite is, that an end be put to 
certain open infractions of the spirit of the laws, 
which have been forced upon us by the overbear- 
ing necessities of the times; and to restore credit 
aid the currency to the firin basis on which they 
stood before theirlate derangement was unnecessa- 
sf brought on the people. 

> 


therelore, by virtue of that enjoyment of the | 
constitution which requires the governor of the | 





uire all banks in this commonwealth, on or before 
the thirteenth day of. August next ensuing the date 
hereof, to resume and continue the redemption of 
their respective notes, bills and other obligations, 
in gard aud silver coin according to the true intent 
and meaning of their charters. And, for the pur- 
pose of aiding those institutions in the accomplish- 
ment of this laudable object, | deein it proper to 
state, from the information I bave obtained, that 
their solvency and general condition is such as to 
entitle them to the confidence of all who hold their 
notes, their amount of specie on hand being large- 
ly increased, and of notes in circulation much di- 
minished, since the suspension of specie payments 
in May, 1837. 

Wile itis thus cheerfully announced that the 
means of the banks are ample, and that their con- 
duct has been, throughout the late trying crisis, 
generally such as to sustain our already high cha- 
racter for punctuality, honesty, and solvency, main- 
tain and even increase our trade, keep up the value 
of property, and prevent the state from becoming 
the theatre of panic and distress, yet I shall feel 
bound, in duty to the public, to take all the means 
In iny power to compela return to that agency and 
responsibility to their creditors for which they were 
created. If, however, a return be promptly and 
faithfully made to that line of duty to the laws and 
to the public from which they have been compelled 
to depart, the occurrences of the past year will only 
be recorded in our history as another instance of the 
perfect adaptation of republican institutions to the 
demands of every crisis, and will show that com- 
mon and overruling necessity being bowed to by 
general consent becomes for the time the law of the 
land. But to justily such rule of necessity, and to 
prevent future evil, from its unnecessary recurrence 
or unjust continuance, it is indispensably requisite 
that the instant the pressure of circumstances which 
produced it ceases, the empire of the express and 
ordinary law of the land should be restored. Ac- 
cordingly, if on the other hand a return to general 


and real redemption in specie, and a withdrawal of 


all illegal paper money, from circulation, do not now 
take place, when all adinit that it may, with safety 
and public benefit, I shall hold it my duty, forth- 
with, to take all the measures to compel it, which 
the constitution and laws have placed in tny power; 
and at the opening of the next session of the legis- 
lature, to recommend the passaye of such Jaws as 
nay more effectually guard the future from the 
evils of the past. 

And further for the purposes and by virtue of the 
enjoinment aforesaid, [ do also hereby require all 
persons or bodies corporate, who tay have violated 
the laws of this state, by the emission and circu- 
lation of notes of any denomination under that of 
five dollars, commonly called ‘shin plasters,’’ to 
take instant measures for the full and honest re- 
deinption of the saine in gold and silver coin, or 
such other ample equivalent as shall be satisfactory 
to the holders thereof, under pain of the penalties, 
if this notice be not complied with in a reasonable 
time, it will be the duty of all good citizens to en- 
force. 

Should this requirement be fully and promptly 
coinplied with, the commonwealth will be restored 
'o that sound currency which she possessed before 
the suspension, viz: One composed of gold and 
silver for all sums under, and of notes instantly 
convertible into specie for all sums of and over, 
five dollars. The result of the attempt to improve 
the currency willthen obviously be, that the only 
paper issues in circulation and not convertible into 
specie at the place whence issued, will be those of 
the national government. 

In communicating thus publicly with my fellow 
citizens on this important and interesting matter, I 
would respectfully and earnestly say to all, be fir 
aud cool in the emergency. Trust in the laws, 
have confidence in the institutions, and sustain the 
high credit and character of your glorious common- 
wealth. You have borne youiselves through the 
crisis nobly and honorably. You have come al- 
most uninjured out of the trial. Make one more 
calm and steady effort and all will be well. ‘The 
forbearance and determination heretofore exhibited 
have been such as to reflect credit upon the state, 
while it has strengthened the hands and cheered 
the hearts of your public agents in the performance 
of duties of no ordinary difficulty. Contrasting, as 
is naturally done, the feelings and hopes connected 
with this attempt to aid the resumption, with those 
which animated me when I addressed my fellow- 
citizens on the subject of the suspension of specie 
payment, [ cannot but rejoice at the diflerence. 
We were then entering upona new and untried 
course of action whose happy termination was only 
matter of hope. We are now at the conclusion of 


atate to take care that the laws be faithfully exe-| our doubts and fears, and with the blessings of provi- 


cuted, and for the purposes aforesaid, do hereby re- | 


dence on the exertion of our own moderation and 





—— 
industry, about to return to our nsual confidene 
and prosperity. ’ 

Given under my hand and the great seal of th. 
state, at Harrisburgh, this tenth day of Jy] 

in the year of our Lord one thousand * 

hundred and thirty-eight and of the 

monwealth the sixty-third. 
By the Governor: HO. H. Burrows, 
Secretary of the Commonweaith. 


eigit 
COin- 


Expenditures. The following statement from 
the secretary of the treasury, in answer to a reso. 
lution of the house of representatives, shows the 
amounts of expenditure, exclusive of the public 
debt, for each year, from 1824 to 1838. 

For the year 1824 - - $15,330,144 7] 


Ditto 1825 - - 11,490,359 94 
Ditto 1826 - - 13,062,316 27 
Ditto 1827 - : 12,653,095 65 
llitto 1528 - - 13.236,041 45 
Ditto 1829 - - 12,660.460 62 
Ditto 1830 - - 13,229,533 33 
Ditto 1831 - - 13,864,067 90 
Ditto 1832 - - 16,516,388 77 
Ditto 1833 - - 22,713,755 11 
Ditto 1834 .- : 18,425,417 25 
Ditto 1835 - - 17,514,950 28 
Ditto 1836 - - 30,868,164 04 
Ditto 1837 - - *39,164,745 37 


*This sum is subject to small variation on the 
settlement of the accounts of the treasurer. 

Note.—The above sums include payments for 
trust funds and ikdemnities, which in 1837, were, 
$5,610,404 36. 

The army—official regulation. 1. No officer, 
whose duty it nay be to examine the accounts of 
the disbursing officers of that branch of the service 
under his immediate supervision, shall hold or dis- 
burse funds. 

2. Whenever it is practicable, all disbursements 
shall be made by checks on a bank or a person, as 
the case may be, and not in money. 

3. A monthly statement shall be made and trans- 
initted tothe department by each disbursing officer, 
of the moneys received, paid, and remaining in his 
hands. 

This regulation will supersede the one on this 
subject issued a few months since. 

J. R. Potnsetrt. 

War department, July, 11, 1838. 

Appointments by the president, by and with the advice 
and consent of the senute. 

Robert Lucas, of Ohio, to be governor of the ter- 
ritory of lowa, in the place of H. Atkinson, resigned. 

Elisha A. Rhodes, of New Orleans, to be consul! 
lor the port of Galveston, in Texas. 

Thompson F. Mason, of Alexandria, to be judge 
of the criminal court for the District of Columbia. 

Dillon Jordon, jr. of North Carolina, to be judge 
for the district of West Florida, in the place of J. 
A. Cameron, deceased. 

Richard C. Allen to be judge, W. H. Brockenbo- 
rough to be attorney, Peter W. Gautier, jr., to be 
marshal, for the Apalachicola district in Florida. 

George Willis to be marshal for the western dis- 
trict of Florida. 


Florida war. 
June 23d, says: 

We have little hopes of inducing the Indians yet 
out to surrender. Their movement are most hos- 
tile. We learn that every post abandoned by our 
troops has been destroyed. Fort Clinch, on the 
Withlachooche, Forts King and Mellon, have been 
burut, and inost of the bridges in the nation des- 
troyed. Scarcely had our troops passed the bridge 
near Fort King, ere it was burned by the Indians, 
who were following close in the rear of the army. 

Texas. We learn from the Houston National 
Banner of the 8th ult. that col. Hockley has been 
appointed secretary of war, of the republic of 
‘Texas, in the place of col. Bee, resigned. The 
Banner speaks in highly favorable terms of the 
qualifications and character of both these geontle- 
men. With regard to the presidency of Texas, 
that paper appears to entertain no doubt of the 
election of geveral Lamar, and that, too, with little 
or noopposition. The new “money bill,” or act 
authorizing a new issue of treasury shinplasters by 
that republic, had been vetoed by the executive, 
and abandoned by the Texian congress. ‘Theve re- 
mains therefore but the original issue of $650,000 
Texian notes in circulation. From the same paper 
we learn that the counterfeiter is abroad, in Texas; 
several well executed specimens, purporting to be 
of this issue, have been recently presented ct the 
treasury department, and proved to be counterfeit. 

[ Boston Post. 


A letter from Tallahassee, dated 
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